
The Purpose of Visual Arts in  

Zion Lutheran School Curriculum 

 

At Zion Lutheran School we recognize that art education nourishes creative ability and 

fosters useful communication skills. Art is basic to life. Art is the language of human 

expression. Art connects us to God by glorifying him through materials used and creative 

expression.  

 

We believe that students need to study visual arts to connect them to humanity, to enable 

them to learn new skills and academic concepts, and to find a means for self-expression. 

Visual Arts enable students to explore media through activities which engage all students 

and at times work cooperatively.  

 

Our art program will ensure that students will have opportunities to explore history, 

community and career building. We will learn how history affected art. Students will 

identify famous works of art and the genre`. We will cross curriculum with literacy, science 

and social studies and find the art connection in all of these areas. Students will research 

the possible competitive marketable skills for today’s world.  

 

At Zion, we believe that art will benefit the student by cultivating creative problem-solving 

skills, imagination, self-expression and self-esteem. Visual arts benefit the whole person. 

While the making of art teaches students the lessons of discipline, organization and hard 

work, the concepts of design, functionality, and critical thinking, foster expression and 

creativity.  

 

Psalm 19:1 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 

    the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Zion Lutheran School 

Visual Arts Curriculum Standards 

(Adapted from the Colorado Academic Standards 2013) 

Colorado 21
st
 Century Skills 

 

Critical Thinking and Reasoning:  Thinking Deeply, Thinking Differently 

Information Literacy: Untangling the Web 

Collaboration: Working Together, Learning Together 

Self-Direction: Own Your Learning 

Invention: Creating Solutions 

 

Our Students will: 

Observe and Learn to Comprehend 

Envision and Critique to Reflect 

Invent and Discover to Create 

Relate and Connect to Transfer 

Visualize and Express God’s Creations to Connect 

 

1. Observe and Learn to Comprehend 

The visual arts are a means for expression, communication and meaning making. 

 

2. Envision and Critique to Reflect 

Visual arts recognize, articulate, and implement critical thinking through the synthesis, 

evaluation and analysis of visual information. 

 

3. Invent and Discover to Create 

Generate works of art that employ unique ideas, feelings, and values using different media, 

technologies. 

 

4. Relate and Connect to Transfer 

Recognize, articulate, and validate the value of the visual arts to lifelong learning and the 

human experience. 

 

5. Visualize and Express God’s Creations to Connect 

Visual arts guide us to investigate God’s handiwork in our daily lives, through the use of 

different media, techniques and technologies.  

 



 

1.  Observe and 

Learn to 

Comprehend 

1. Conceptual art theories explain how works of art are created 

2. The history of art, world cultures, and artistic styles influence contemporary art 

concerns 

3. Art criticism strategies are used to analyze, interpret, and make informed 

judgments about works of art 

2.  Envision and 

Critique to Reflect 

1. Visual literacy skills help to establish personal meaning and artistic intent in 

works of art 

2. Key concepts, issues, and themes in the visual arts can solve problems using 

real-world applications 

3.  Invent and 

Discover to Create 

1. Achieve artistic purpose to communicate intent 

2. Demonstrate technical proficiency and craftsmanship when planning 

3. Utilize current and available technology to refine an idea, and create original 

and imaginative works of art 

4.  Relate and 

Connect to 

Transfer 

1. Visual arts are valuable for a variety of art and non-art related lifelong 

endeavors 

2. Cultural traditions and events impact visual arts within a community 

3. Visual arts provide an opportunity to explore sustainable environments, design 

and architecture 

5. Visualize and 

Express God’s 

Creations to 

Connect 

  1. Visual arts will be used to Glorify God, through keen observation and 

reflection, skills will be learned to convey art concepts. 

2. Art History will be used to show Christian art and architecture and its 

important role in our culture. 

3. Understand and connect to expressions of the artist’s faith and 

appreciation for God through their own artistic efforts. 

 

 


