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The Purpose of The Language Arts in   

Zion Lutheran School Curriculum 

 
 At Zion Lutheran School we value the study of the 

Language Arts as an important tool in implementing our vision 

and philosophy statements.  The ability to communicate clearly 

(to read, write, speak and listen) forms the core of human 

culture.  Reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills are 

essential tools for learning, for success in the workplace, for 

enriching and expanding our lives, and for responsible 

citizenship.  We believe that these skills are particularly critical 

in the area of education.  Success in learning is grounded in 

students acquiring solid knowledge and skills in reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening. 

 Reading and writing also have the power to bridge time 

and place.   Through reading and writing we can gain a greater 

understanding of the human condition as it relates to Christian 

teaching. We remain in contact with people who lived before us 

through literature and other written records of human 

experience.  We look and reach to the future by knowing how 

to locate, read, and make use of an ever-increasing amount of 

information.  At Zion we hope to create students that will use 

these skills to think critically and use this thinking to approach 

the world with a Christian-based perspective. 
 
"A written word is the choicest of relics. It is something at once more intimate with us 

and more universal than any other work of art. It is the work of art nearest to life itself. 

It may be translated into every language, and not only be read but actually breathed 

from all human lips; not be represented on canvas or in marble only but be carved out 

of the breath of life itself. The symbol of an ancient man's thought becomes a modern 

man's speech." 

 

Henry David Thoreau, Walden 
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Overview of Language Arts Curriculum 
 

Writing Forms/Genres  

Taught At Zion Lutheran School 
Writing For 

Special Purposes 
K 1

st
  2

nd
  3

rd
  4

th
  5

th
  6

th
  7

th
  8

th
  

Notes and Lists  X   X  X X  

Journal Writing X X X X X X X X X 

Outlines        X X 

Graphs and Charts X X X    X X X 

Business Letter        X X 

Interviews   X  X X X X  
Responding to Essay 

Questions  
    X  X X X 

Narrative Writing          

Personal Narrative X X  X X  X X X 

Friendly Letter  X X   X X X  

Short Story X X X X  X X X X 

Story Writing          

Drama          

Fantasy X X   X  X   

Fairy Tale X X X     X  

Tall Tale X X    X X X  

Mystery     X     

Folk Tale X       X  
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Story Writing 

(Continued) 
K 1

st
  2

nd
  3

rd
  4

th
  5

th
  6

th
  7

th
  8

th
  

Realistic Fiction   X       
Legend          

Historical Fiction    X      
Writing to 

Describe 
         

Descriptive X X X   X X X X 
Character Sketch   X   X X X  

Observation Report        X X 
Picture Captions  X X  X  X X X 

Book/Movie 

Review 

 

 

 X  X  X X X 

Poetry          
Intro To Poetry X X X       

Free Verse   X X X X X X X 
Shape Poem  X X  X  X X  

Quatrain     X  X   
Cinquain  X   X X X  X 
Limerick     X  X X X 
Diamante       X   

Haiku   X X X X X  X 
Couplet   X    X   
Tanka     X X X   

Acrostic  X X   X X   
Clerihew    X X  X   

Use Poetic Devices       X X X 
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Writing  

To Inform 
K 1

st
  2

nd
  3

rd
  4

th
  5

th
  6

th
  7

th
  8

th
  

Report/Research 

Writing 
 X X X X   X X 

Summary Writing     X  X X X 
Book Report  X X  X X X X X 

Process Explanation   X X   X X  
Compare/Contrast    X  X X X X 
Personal Reaction        X X 
Problem-Solution   X  X   X  

Cause/Effect    X   X X  
Newspaper 

(Articles and Such) 
     X    

Sequence of Events  X X  X  X X  
Writing To 

Persuade 
         

Persuasive Letter         X 
Persuasive Essay     X    X 
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Language Arts (Scope and Sequence) 

 
I=Introduce  E=Emphasize  M=Master  R=Review   

Skills Being Taught K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Alphabet          

Recitation 
M

R 
R R R R R R R R 

Alphabetical Order of Letters EM M M R R R R R R 

Identification (Capital/Lower) M M R R R R R R R 

Alphabetize by first letter  I E M R R R R R 

Alphabetize by second letter  I I M R R R R R 

Alphabetize by third letter  I I E M R R R R 

Phonics          

Beginning Sounds IE 
E

M 
M R R R R R R 

Blends (Clusters) I E M R R R R R R 

Compound Words I E M R R R R R R 

Consonants IE M MR R R R R R R 

Consonant Digraphs IE E M R R R R R R 

Consonant Sound Associations IE 
E 

M 
M R R R R R R 

Contractions  I 
E

M 
M R R R R R 

Decoding Printed Words IE M M R R R R R R 

Dictionary Usage  I E E M R R R R 

Diphthongs I E E M R R R R R 
Doubling Consonant before Endings  I E E M R R R R 

Dropping Final “E” Endings I I E M R R R R R 

Endings I E E M R R R R R 

Ending Sounds IE E M R R R R R R 

Hard / Soft IE  E M M R R R R R 
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Skills Being Taught K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Plurals I IE E M R R R R R 

Prefixes   IE E M R R R R 

Rhyme Words IE EM M R R R R R R 

Roots  I E M R R R R R 

Stressed/Unstressed Syllables   I I E M R R R 

Suffixes   I E E M R R R 

Syllables  I E M R R R R R 
Synonyms, Antonyms, Homonyms   I E E M R R R R 

Vowel Controlled “r”  I E M R R R R R 

Vowels – Schwa Sound   I E M R R R R 

Vowels – Short/Long (a,e,i,o,u) IE 
E

M 
M R R R R R R 

Reading          

Alliteration I I E M R R R R R 

Bible   I E M M R R R 

Categorize and Classify I E M R R R R R R 

Cause – Effect Relationships I I E 
E

M 
M R R R R 

Characters (Identify) I E 
E

M 
R R R R R R 

Understands Character’s Feelings I I E E M R R R R 

Compare & Contrast I I E M R R R M R 

Conflict Resolution in Story I I E M R R R R R 
Making Connections/Use Schema I I E E M R R R R 

Context  I E E M R R R R 

Dedication, Title Page I I E M R R R R R 

Determine Text Organization  I I E E E E M R 

Draw Conclusions I I E E M R R R R 
Distinguish Between 

Fantasy/Realism 
I E M R R R R R R 
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Skills Being Taught K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Enjoy Literature I E E E E E E E M 

Evaluate I I E 
E

M 
M R R R R 

Fact / Fiction (Identification) IE E M R R R R R R 

Follow Instructions IE E M R R R R R R 

Glossary  I I E E M R R R 

Graphs IE E M R R R R R R 

Identify Setting I E M R R R R R R 

Identify Title & Author IE M R R R R R R R 

Idioms    I I E M R R 

Illustrations I E M R R R R R R 

Index  IE E 
E

M 
M R R R R 

Inferring I IE E E E M R R R 

Making Judgments I I E E E M R R R 

Making Generalizations  I I E E M R R R 
Main Idea, Topic, and Supporting Details I I I E E M R R R 

Monitor Comprehension I IE E E E E E M R 

Newspaper (articles/editorials)    I E E M R R 

Oral Reading I 
E

M 
M M M M R R R 

Outlines    I E E M M M 

Personification – understand      I E E M 

Pictorial Clues I E 
E

M 
M R R R R R 

Prediction I E E E E E E E E 

Propaganda Techniques      I E E E 

Poetry I I E E M R R R R 

Psalms    I E E M R R 

Problem/Conflict  I E M R R R R R 
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Skills Being Taught K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Punctuation I E 
E

M 
R R R R R M 

Asks Questions / Questioning I I E E M R R R R 

Rereading for Meaning I I E E M R R R R 

Recognize Fact / Opinion I I E M R R R R R 

Recognize Author’s Viewpoint   I I E 
E

M 
M R R 

Recognize Story Structure I I E M R R R R R 

Summarize I I I E E M R R R 

Understand Sequence of Events I I E E M R R R R 

Understand Genres   I E E M R R R 

Using Table of Contents  I I E M R R R R 

Visualizing I I E M R R R R R 

Writing          

Address Envelope  I I E M R R R R 
Capital Letter to Begin Sentence I E M R R R R R R 

Complete Sentences I E M R R R R R R 

Cursive   I E E E M R R 

Left-to-Right Progression IE 
E

M 
M R R R R R R 

Revise / Edit  I I E E E E M M 

Speaking          

Express Thoughts IE E M R R R R R R 

Group Discussion IE E E M R R R R M 

Italics   I I E M R R R 

Memorization/Recitation IE M M M R R R R R 

Retelling of Story I E M R R R R R R 
Speaking (&Listening) Campaign 

(Debate) 
    I E E M R 

Using Note Cards     I I E E M 
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Skills Being Taught K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Spelling          

Basic Sight Words I 
E

M 
M M R R R R R 

Listening          

Taking Notes – Oral Material    I I E E 
E

M 
M 

Follow Oral Directions IE M M R R R R R R 

Listen For Information I I E M R R R R R 

Grammar          

Adjectives  I E E M R R R R 

Adverbs   I E M R R R R 

Apostrophe  I E E M R R R R 

Clauses      I E E M 

Colon, Semi-Colon    I I E E E M 

Commas  I IE E 
E

M 
M R R M 

Conjunctions     I E E E EM 

Identify Sentence Types I I E M R R R R R 

Nouns I I E E M R R R R 

Participals / Participial Phrases         I 

Periods I E E M R R R R R 

Preposition      I IE M E M 

Pronouns  I I E E E M R R 

Punctuation I I E E M R R R M 

Quotation Marks I I I E M R R R R 

Sentence Diagrams       I M E 

Subject Complements        I E 

Verbs I I E E M R R R R 

Verb Tenses  I E E E E E M R 
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Skills Being Taught K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Irregular Verbs    I E 
E

M 
M M R 

Subjects and Predicates   I E E M R R R 

Possessives  I I E M R R R R 
Prepositions / Prepositional Phrases     I IE M E M 

Research          

Encyclopedias   I I E E M R R 

Dictionary I I E E M R R R R 

Thesaurus   I I IE E E M R 

Use the Library I IE E M R R R R M 

Use Multimedia Resources   I I E E E M R 
Use Electronic Resources / 

Technology 
  I I E E E M R 

Use Newspapers/Magazines   I I E E M R R 

Paraphrase / Synthesize      I E E M 

Select and Evaluate Sources     I E E E M 

Read and Use Primary Sources    I E E E M R 

Categorize Information   I IE E M R R R 

Take Notes    I IE E E M R 

Study Skills          

Skimming/Scan     I IE E E E 

Taking Notes    I IE E E M R 

Locate/Use Parts of a book  I I E M R R R R 

Use Graphic Organizers  I I I E E E M R 

Outline    I E E E M R 

- Often times many of the skills are dealt with 

or reintroduced at a higher difficulty level 

in the upper grades.  This is why the I,E,M, 

and R sometimes are switched around. 
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Zion’s Language Arts 

Curriculum Standards 
(Adapted from the Colorado Model Content Standards) 

 
1.  - Students read and understand a variety of materials including the 

Bible and other Christian literature. 

2.  - Students write, speak, observe, and listen for a variety of purposes 

and audiences. 

3.  - Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, 

sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

4.  - Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, 

listening, and viewing. 

5.  - Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant 

information from a variety of media, reference, and technological 

sources. 

6.  - Students read and recognize literature as a record of human 

experience. 

 
* The table below provides an overview of the relationship of the standards, strands, 

and domains. 

Standard  Strand(s) Domains(s) 
1. Students read and understand a 

variety of material including the 

Bible and other Christian 

literature. 

Reading 

Comprehension, Word Study, 

Phonemic Awareness and 

Phonics, Vocabulary, Fluency, 

Monitoring, and Reading 

Behaviors 

2. Students write and speak for a 

variety of audiences. 
Writing, and Speaking Writing Process and Speaking 

3. Students use grammatical and 

mechanical conventions of 

language in speaking and writing. 

Writing and Speaking 
Grammar, Usage, and 

Conventions 

4.  Students apply thinking skills 

to their reading, writing, 

speaking, listening, and viewing. 

Reading, Writing, Speaking, and 

Listening 
Critical Response and Analysis 

5.Students read to locate, select, 

and make use of relevant 

information from a variety of 

media, reference, and 

technological sources. 

Research Research 

6. Students read, understand, and 

interpret literature as a record of 

human experience. 

Reading Literary Response and Analysis 



Language Arts Curriculum Framework 
(Grades K – 4) 

 
Standard 1:  Students read and understand a variety of materials including the Bible 
and other Christian literature. 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . .  

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Apply word recognition skills, vocabulary skills, and reading strategies 
- Locate and identify letters 
and words in context (i.e., 
names, high frequency 
words, and environmental 
print). 
- Rhyme and play 
auditorily, orally, and 
visually with words and 
sounds through songs, 
poems, and literature. 
- Role play reading-like 
behavior. 
-  Begin to use voice-print 
match as a strategy. 
- Recognize the 
differences between lower 
and upper case letters. 

- Begin to use the three 
cueing systems (semantic, 
syntactic, graph phonic) to 
process print. 
- Recognize high 
frequency words in 
context. 
- Begin to self-correct; rely 
on print more than 
illustrations when reading. 
- Utilize context and word 
structure clues to decipher 
unfamiliar words. 
- Use decoding strategies 
(blending, substitution, 
rhyming, consonant and 
vowel patterns, and 
chunking) when reading 
unfamiliar words. 
- Recognize and recite 
letter sounds and 

- Recognize and read 
high-frequency words. 
- Use context to determine 
word meaning. 
- Read second grade texts 
with appropriate fluency. 
- Use knowledge of long 
vowel patterns, vowel 
diagraphs and consonant 
diagraphs to decode 
unfamiliar words. 
- Read for a variety of 
purposes (e.g. information, 
writing ideas, directions, 
enjoyment. 

- Use prefixes, suffixes, 
and roots to decode multi-
syllabic words. 
- Use self-correcting 
strategies to decode 
unknown words. 
- Use context clues to 
decode new words. 
- Use organizational 
patterns to comprehend 
texts. 

- Use prefixes, suffixes, 
and roots to determine 
word meaning. 
- Use new vocabulary in 
other contexts. 
- Use dictionary to aid in 
understanding of new 
vocabulary.   
- Use a variety of word 
recognition skills an d 
sources. 
- Generate synonyms and 
antonyms to determine 
word meaning. 
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relationships (consonants, 
blends, digraphs, vowels: 
long, short, diphthongs, 
variants) to use as a 
strategy for decoding 
unfamiliar words. 
- Recognize, recite, and 
use sight words from 
Dolch and Fry Word lists. 

Benchmark 2: Determine literal meaning and monitor comprehension by using a variety of comprehension skills 
and strategies 
- Retell orally a portion of a 
shared story. 
- Sequence events during 
shared reading orally, 
pictorially, or dramatically. 
- Tell a simple story with a 
beginning, middle, and 
end. 

- Retell orally the 
beginning, middle, and end 
of an independently-read 
text. 
- Demonstrate in oral 
reading how punctuation 
fosters meaning. 
- Explain the main idea of 
a narrative text. 
- Restate the topic of an 
expository text. 
- Self evaluate 
comprehension by asking 
questions, visualizing, 
adjusting reading rate, 
rereading, and utilizing 
decoding and vocabulary 
strategies. 
- Use a variety of graphic 
organizers (based on 
comprehension strategies) 
to monitor and 
demonstrate 
comprehension of texts 
read independently, in 

- Use a variety of 
comprehension strategies 
before, during and after 
reading. 
- Select appropriate 
reading materials based 
on interest and readability. 
- Know that paragraph 
structure organizes 
meaning with one main 
idea and supporting 
details. 
- Use and integrate prior 
knowledge and contest to 
construct meaning. 
- Identify and explain main 
idea on text. 

- Identify what is known 
about a topic and 
determine what you still 
need to learn. 
- Apply information and 
make connections from 
reading. 
- Draw inferences using 
contextual clues. 
- Discuss story structure. 
- Summarize text 
passages supported with 
details from text. 

- Use skimming and 
scanning to aid 
comprehension. 
- Use self-monitoring 
strategies to aid 
comprehension. 
- Understand supporting 
details. 
- Use bold, italics, 
underlining, subtitles, and 
quotations to aid 
comprehension. 
-Monitor comprehension 
and improve 
understanding of reading 
by rereading, using context 
and reference aids. 
- Compare and contrast 
different texts. 
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small groups, and as a 
whole class. 
- Participate in discussions 
on main idea/supporting 
details, cause and effect, 
problem and solution, 
categorizing, sequence of 
events, steps in a process, 
comparison and contrast, 
spatial relationships, and 
the use of illustrations, 
photos, headings, and 
subheadings to aid in 
comprehension and 
summarizing.  
- Utilize KWL charts to set 
a purpose for reading and 
evaluate what new 
information has been 
learned from reading a 
given text. 
- Use context and 
structural clues to aid in 
comprehension. 

Benchmark 3: Draw inferences from text 
- Participate in group 
prediction using pictures 
and texts during shared 
reading. 

- Make predictions from 
independently-read text. 
- Generate questions from 
text with guidance. 
- Begin to make inferences 
with guidance using story 
elements and/or author’s 
purpose. 
- Determine what 
information is important 
and unimportant. 
- Distinguish between 

- Make predictions as a 
group and independently 
based on text and pictures. 
- Use information given in 
the book to infer other 
details the author intends 
to reader to understand. 

- Discuss options for other 
outcomes to a story. 
- Use pictures and story 
context to discover the 
author’s meaning or intent.  
 

- Make inferences about 
characters in text based on 
given information.   
- Use prior knowledge and 
known connections to help 
make inferences into 
authors meaning or intent. 
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fantasy and reality. 
-Begin to evaluate author’s 
purpose and point of view 
with guidance. 

Benchmark 4: Apply knowledge from reading 
- Use information gained 
from a shared reading of 
print and pictures to follow 
directions, participate in a 
group discussion, or create 
a product. 

- Follow simple written and 
pictorial directions. 
- Create with guidance a 
product based on newly 
learned information. 
- Orally summarize new 
information learned and 
participate in discussions.  
- Orally answer questions 
based or derived from the 
given text. 
- Share new information 
learned from reading in 
discussions. 

- Use and integrate prior 
knowledge and context to 
construct meaning. 

- Apply story vocabulary to 
other products. 
-Make connections from 
text to self and text to text. 

-  Transfer knowledge and 
understanding gained from 
reading text to creation of 
other products/media. 
- Take basic two-column 
notes from given texts. 
- Answer questions about 
a selected text in complete 
sentence form.   
- Share information 
learned from reading in 
context of a discussion or 
oral presentation. 
 

Benchmark 5: Identify and relate events in a text to personal experiences 
- Respond orally or 
pictorially to text by making 
personal connections to 
facts, characters, and 
situations. 

- Respond orally or 
pictorially, and/or in writing 
to guided and shared 
reading lessons by making 
personal connections to 
facts, characters, and 
situations. 
- Analyze and share how 
personal experiences are 
related to a given text. 
- List and discuss events 
and sequence of events 
within a text. 
- Brainstorm 
independently, in small 
groups, and as a whole 

- Make connections 
between text and self. 

- Discuss individually or as 
a group how a topic relates 
to us. 

- Make connections 
between text and self, text 
to text, and text to world. 
- Recognize fact and 
opinion. 
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class what it would be like 
to be a character or 
participate in an event. 

Benchmark 6: Read critically  
- Give one or more criteria 
for book selection (i.e., 
illustrations, author, 
format, topic). 

- Participate in group 
reading discussions. 
- Evaluate and respond 
orally, pictorially, and in 
writing to texts (i.e., likes 
and dislikes and why). 
- Explain reasons for 
selecting a book. 
- Determine what 
information is important 
and unimportant. 
- Distinguish between 
fantasy and reality. 
- Begin to evaluate 
author’s purpose and point 
of view with guidance. 
- Begin to identify texts in 
different genres. 

- Be able to defend 
position on book, offering 
likes and dislikes and why. 
- Work together in group 
reading discussions. 

- Participate in reading 
small group discussions. 
- Verbalize opinions about 
text. 
 

- Recognize fact and 
opinion. 
- Recognize the author’s 
viewpoint. 
- Understand genre and 
the characteristics specific 
to each of them. 
- Solve problems/ make 
decisions based on 
information gathered from 
texts. 

Benchmark 7: Select reading materials for a specific purpose 
- Choose and reread 
familiar text (i.e., 
environmental print, 
poems, or patterned, 
predictable, and shared 
books.) 

- Choose books to read 
independently. 
- Recognize and identify 
different genres (i.e., 
nonfiction, fiction, poetry). 
- Choose books to read 
based on a specific topic 
or genre. 

- Select books to read 
independently. 
- Discuss and read 
different genres. 

- Choose books to read 
independently.  
- Identify reading genres 
and select books 
accordingly. 

- Choose to read 
independently. 
- Begin to identify reading 
genres that are favorites. 
- Select books by students 
reading level. 
- Begin to select 
books/texts based on 
given criteria or purpose 
for reading. 

Benchmark 8: Read independently, with fluency and understanding, for a sustained period of time 
- Read familiar text for five 
to ten minutes. 

-  Read independently 
from a variety of materials 

- Use D.E.A.R. time to 
choose books to read 

- Read independently from 
a variety of materials and 

- Read independently from 
a variety of materials and 
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for a period of ten to fifteen 
minutes. 

according to personal 
preference. 

genres.   
- Reading at an 
appropriate independent 
reading level 

genres for extended 
periods of time. 
- Read texts on students 
own independent reading 
level. 

Benchmark 9: Read for enjoyment 
- Choose to read - Choose to read. 

- Choose books based on 
personal interests. 
- Choose books that are at 
the reader’s level. 
- Evaluate, share, review, 
and recommend books 
with others and to others. 

- Choose to read. - Freely choose to read. - Freely choose to read. 
 

Benchmark 10: Read from and understand the Bible and other Christian literature 
- Discuss stories from the 
Bible and the basic 
meaning behind them,- 

- Begin to see the Bible as 
more than a simple book 
of stories. 
- Begin to read from and 
discuss stories from 
Christian literature. 
- Discuss stories found in 
the Bible and the 
meanings behind them. 
-Recite verses and 
paraphrase stories from 
the Bible. 
-Discuss specific verses 
from the Bible and the 
relevance/meaning of the 
verses to ones’ life. 

- Discuss stories found in 
the Bible and the 
meanings behind them. 

- Discuss the Bible as a 
historical document.   
- Discuss multiple Bible 
stories. 

- Memorize selected 
passages/Bible verses as 
well as sections or parts of 
Luther’s Small Catechism. 
- Compare and contrast 
Bible stories and other 
Christian literature. 
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Standard 2:  Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . .  

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Write and speak for a variety of purposes such as telling stories, presenting analytical responses 
to literature, conveying technical information, explaining concepts and procedures, and persuading 
- Utilize verbal skills to re-
tell or paraphrase a story 
previously told or read. 

- Exercise a variety of 
written communications: 
journal, messages/lists, 
paragraph, story, 
description, personal 
narrative, autobiography, 
how-to, summary, 
compare/contrast, book 
report, report, invitation, 
thank-you note, poetry, 
friendly letter. 
- Participate in acting out 
stories and plays. 
-Retell and describe 
personal stories, 
belongings, and opinions 
to peers and teachers. 
- Write and present riddles. 
- Retell a story orally and 
in writing. 
- Introduce and begin to 
speak for specific 
purposes (To relay 
information, entertain, give 
directions persuade, 
express personal feelings 
and opinions.)  
- Participate in class 

- Write friendly letters (e.g., 
thank you letters). 
- Write narrative texts with 
characters. 
- Write brief expository 
texts creating beginning, 
middle and end. 

- Writing narrative texts 
with characters and 
setting. 
- Writing instructional 
paragraphs and 
presenting. 
- Writing expository 
paragraphs. 
- Writing historical fiction.  

- Write narrative texts with 
characters, setting (time & 
place), problem /solution. 
- Write narrative, 
expository, and descriptive 
text. 
- Give basic oral 
presentations based on 
writing and research they 
have done. 
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discussions and 
expressing personal 
opinions. 
- Participate in speaking 
and addressing personal 
opinions about personal 
writing and reading. 

Benchmark 2: Write and speak for audiences such as peers, teachers, and the community 
- Practice sharing their 
work in front of a class of 
peers, such as Show and 
Tell projects, experiences 
from life situations. 

- Create and present to 
peers, teachers, and 
community a PowerPoint 
about oneself. 
- Choose and read a book 
to peers. 
- Read Journal entries and 
stories to peers, teachers, 
and community. 
- Present a book report. 
- Introduce and begin, with 
guidance) to utilize 
speaking skills (volume, 
intonation, enunciation, 
appropriate rate, fluency). 
 

- Write for a specific 
purpose, such as to 
entertain, inform and 
explain. 

- Understanding voice in 
writing based on their 
audience. 

- Write and speak using 
appropriate voice for 
formal and informal 
presentations. 
- Focus writing on the 
specified topic according 
to purpose. 
- Write and speak using 
techniques to persuade an 
audience. 

Benchmark 3: Plan, draft, revise, proofread, and edit written communications 
- Understand the basic 
sequence of a story. 

- Participate in the writing 
process from planning to 
finished product in the 
creation and publication 
of an independent writing. 
- Exercise a variety of 
written communications: 
journal, messages/lists, 
paragraph, story, 
description, personal 
narrative, autobiography, 

- Write a first draft and edit 
writing using a check list to 
look for spelling, 
capitalization and 
punctuation errors. 
- Begin to understand the 
different steps of the 
writing process. 

-Know and practice all 
steps of the writing 
process. 
- revise and edit writing to 
produce a final draft to be 
shared. 
- Use basic editing marks 
to correct first draft. 

- Revise drafts by adding, 
elaborating, deleting, 
combining, and 
rearranging text. 
- Edit drafts using more 
complex editing marks, 
e.g. paragraphing, 
transpose, insert 
apostrophe, quotations, 
etc.  
-Revise for work choice. 
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how-to, summary, 
compare/contrast, book 
report, report, invitation, 
thank-you note, poetry, 
friendly letter. 
- Use webs, lists, charts, 
brainstorming, 
conferencing, visualization, 
and student pictorials to 
generate ideas, choose, 
and narrow topics. 
- Introduce and begin, with 
guidance, to evaluate 
when to use different 
writing modes (narrative, 
descriptive, expository, 
and persuasive.) 
- Utilize a variety of 
graphic organizers to plan, 
draft, revise, proofread and 
edit. 
- Contribute stories or 
pieces of writings to 
multiple class books. 
- Use graphic organizers to 
brainstorm. 
- Use graphic organizers to 
outline various written 
communications. 
Use graphic organizers to 
draft writing. 
- Participate in individual 
and small group 
conferences as a means of 
brainstorming, evaluating, 
proofing, and revising 
writing. 

- Understand and use the 
writing process to create 
various written texts. 
- Understand the need for 
revision and editing based 
on the intended audience 
of the written text. 



 - 23 - 

- Begin to understand and 
draft for specific purposes 
and audiences. 
- Apply different 
organizational techniques 
to support and develop the 
main idea of a piece. 
-Evaluate, with guidance, 
content organization, topic 
development, transition, 
clarity, word choice and 
sentence variety, and 
appropriateness to 
audience and purpose. 
- Exercise a variety of 
basic proofreading marks 
while revising and 
proofing. 
- Proofread to check 
spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization. 
Proofread to edit 
composition. 
- Participate in Writer’s 
Workshop and the 
processes of writing daily. 
- Discover and begin to 
use a variety of revising 
techniques (Adding and 
elaborating on information, 
ideas, and topics; 
eliminating, combing and 
clarify sentences/ideas). 

Benchmark 4: Use a variety of devices such as figurative language, symbolism, dialect, and precise vocabulary 
to convey meaning 
- At this level have the - Examine, with guidance, - Use descriptive - Use active and precise - Use adverbs 
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ability to illustrate and write 
short sentences to 
describe their work. 

literary devices and 
techniques used by 
published authors and use 
them as a model for 
independent student 
writing. 
- Orally demonstrate the 
use of devices in 
discussions and 
conferences. 
- Begin to apply and 
develop devices in writing. 

vocabulary (adjectives). verbs.  
- Use a variety of sentence 
beginnings 
- Use adverbs and 
adjectives to enhance 
student writing. 

- Create plot in writing. 
- Create imagery in writing. 
- Use of more complex 
sentences to enhance 
student writing. 

Benchmark 5: Organize written and oral presentations using strategies such as lists, outlining, cause/effect 
relationships, comparison/contrast, problem/solution, and narration 
- Have the ability to order 
their thoughts in a 
beginning, middle and end 
sequence. 

- Use lists to convey, 
categorize, and organize 
information. 
- Use a variety of graphic 
organizers to compare and 
contrast information, 
develop problem/solution, 
and plan writing and 
presentations.  
- Utilize a variety of 
graphic organizers and 
timelines to help sequence 
narration given orally and 
in writing. 

- Write several sentences 
on one topic. 
- Use webs to organize 
writing. 
- Organize writing using 
beginning, middle and end. 

- Use graphic organizers 
and lists to organize 
writing. 
- Organize writing with a 
main idea and supporting 
details.  
 

- Use paragraph structure, 
including indenting. 
- Take notes from a variety 
of sources. 
- Use chronological 
sequencing. 
- Use appropriate 
transitions to organize 
ideas within paragraphs. 
- Organize writing with an 
introduction, logical 
arrangement of ideas, and 
a conclusion. 
 

Benchmark 6: Use handwriting and at the most appropriate time, word processing to produce a product that is 
legible 
-At this level be able to 
write a few simple 
sentences to describe their 
work. 

-Daily use handwriting. 
-Use handwriting to do the 
majority of the writing 
process. 
-Recognize that words are 
written left to right. 

- Presents final copy in a 
variety of formats (e.g., 
read aloud, deliver book 
talks, display, publish, mail 
and perform). 

- Create a legible 
document using cursive. 
- Write and become 
proficient in cursive style in 
multiple products. 

- Use cursive writing in all 
facets of writing during the 
school day. 
- use word processing to 
create a legible document. 
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-Introduce the mechanics 
of word processing. 
- Use word processing to 
publish a revised story. 

 
Standard 3:  Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence 
structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . .  

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Know and use correct grammar in speaking and writing 
- Begin to understand the 
proper use of preposition 
placement in speech and 
the tense of verbs such as 
usage of –ed. 

- Visually discriminate 
between apostrophes, 
quotation marks, commas, 
periods, questions marks, 
and exclamation marks. 
- Begin to self correct 
grammatical errors in 
speaking and writing. 
- Recognize and 
demonstrate correct word 
order in sentences when 
writing and speaking.  
- Introduce and begin to 
recognize correct sentence 
order in paragraphs. 
- Recognize the difference 
between complete and 
incomplete sentences. 
- Recognize and 
demonstrate types of 
sentences: interrogative, 
exclamatory, and 

- Use regular plurals in 
simple sentences. 
- Identify adjectives in a 
sentence. 

- Use correct subject/verb 
agreement 
- Identify nouns, verbs, 
and adjectives in 
sentences.  

- Use irregular plurals 
correctly. 
- Know and use modifiers 
(e.g. comparative and 
superlative adjectives and 
adverbs) 
- Form irregular verbs 
correctly (e.g. 
begin,began, lie, lay, lain) 
- Indicate paragraphs in 
writing by indenting. 
- Begin to use correct verb 
tense including past, 
present, and future. 
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declarative. 
- Introduce imperative 
sentences. 

Benchmark 2: Apply correct usage in speaking and writing 
- Understand prepositional 
use and verb tense 
through oral reminders. 

- Proofread and correct 
incorrect grammar. 
- Practice writing 
grammatically correct 
sentences. 
- Monitor student speaking 
to use teachable moments 
to correct verbal grammar. 
- Verbally correct, 
demonstrate, and discuss 
correct grammar usage in 
writing and speaking. 
- Practice evaluating 
writing for correct grammar 
and proofreading to correct 
errors. 

- Begin to more readily 
apply correct grammar 
usage when writing or 
speaking. 
 
 

- Begin to more readily 
apply correct grammar 
usage when writing or 
speaking. 

- Begin to more readily 
apply correct grammar 
usage when writing or 
speaking for a variety of 
purposes. 

Benchmark 3: Use correct sentence structure in writing 
- Use simple sentence 
structure of Subject, Noun, 
and Verb order. 

- Write complete simple 
sentences. 
- Use correct capitalization 
when writing. 
- Write a sentence using a 
given word. 
- Use correct punctuation 
when writing. 
- Identify and properly use 
nouns, pronouns, verbs, 
adjectives, and plurals. 

- Identify and write 
complete sentences. 
- Write simple sentences. 
- Use correct capitalization 
when writing. 
- Write a sentence using a 
given word. 
- Use correct punctuation 
when writing. 
 

-  Identify and write 
complete sentences to 
make a complete 
paragraph.  
- Use correct capitalization 
when writing. 
- Write a sentence using a 
given word. 
- Use correct punctuation 
when writing. 
  

- Use a variety of sentence 
beginnings including 
introductory clauses. 
- Use correct capitalization 
when writing. 
- Write a sentence using a 
given word. 
- Use correct punctuation 
when writing. 
 

Benchmark 4: Demonstrate correct punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 
- Understand usage of 
capitalization at beginning 
of sentence and names.    

- Demonstrate consistent 
proper use of punctuation 
and capitalization in 

- Capitalize simple 
abbreviations (e.g. Mr., 
Dr., Frs., Ms.,) greeting 

- Capitalize titles and 
holidays, and other proper 
nouns. 

- Use apostrophes to show 
singular possession. 
- Use end-of-sentence 
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- Ending sentences with 
period, question or 
exclamation mark. 

writing. 
- Use a simple dictionary 
to correct or check 
spelling. 
- Record frequently used 
words in personal 
dictionary to reference 
later. 
- Recognize and 
demonstrate types of 
sentences (interrogative, 
exclamatory, and 
declarative) with correct 
punctuation. 
- Identify and capitalize 
Proper Nouns. 
- Identify and use 
contractions. 
- Recognize 
homophones/homographs. 
- Copy words and 
sentences with correct 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spacing. 

and closing of friendly 
letters, and simple proper 
nouns. 
- Use dictionaries and 
other resources to spell 
words, with support. 
 - Use question marks and 
exclamation marks and 
periods to end sentences. 
- Use periods in common 
abbreviations (e.g., Mr., 
Mrs., Ms., St., Rd., Ft.) 

- Use age appropriate 
spelling with phonetic 
spelling for difficult words.  
- Identify, use and spell 
regular plurals.   
-  Use commas for day, 
month, and year; greetings 
and closings in friendly 
letter; and cities and 
states, and in making lists. 
- Use apostrophes in 
contractions. 

punctuation correctly in 
dialogue. 
- Use commas for items in 
a series and before 
quotation marks in 
dialogue. 
- Capitalize proper nouns 
and proper adjectives 
(Hawaiian climate). 
- Capitalize geographic 
names (Boston, Tokyo). 
- Spell frequently used 
words using phonics rules 
and exceptions. 
- Identify age-appropriate 
root words, prefixes, and 
suffixes. 
 
 

 
Standard 4:  Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and viewing. 

 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . .  

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Make predictions, analyze, draw conclusions, and discriminate between fact and opinion in 
writing, reading, speaking, listening, and viewing 
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- Strengthen ability to 
sequence events in a 
story.  Begin to anticipate 
what will happen next in a 
story. 

- Practice making 
predictions based on prior 
knowledge, context clues, 
and pictures clues. 
- Differentiate between 
fiction and non-fiction. 
- Distinguish between 
important and unimportant 
information. 
- Distinguish between 
fantasy and reality. 
- Apply comprehension 
strategies to listening and 
viewing. 
- Demonstrate listening 
skills (focus attention, 
organize information). 
- Respond to information 
(ask questions, think 
aloud, contribute ideas, 
retell what is heard). 

- Make predictions about 
stories based on given 
information. 
- Distinguish between 
fiction and non-fiction in 
various media and genre 
types. 

- Make predictions about 
story based on basic 
information such as title 
and the author’s 
introduction paragraph.   
- Learn to discern the 
difference between a fact 
and opinion in multiple 
literary genres.   

- Draw conclusions and 
make inferences. 
- Determine author’s 
purpose. 
-  Compare and contrast 
ideas from various texts or 
parts of texts. 

Benchmark 2: Use reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing to define and solve problems 
- Determine the meaning 
of a story when it is read.  
Simple fact or fiction 
situations. 

- Introduce and discuss 
conflict and resolution. 
- Begin, with guidance, to 
make judgments and 
generalizations before, 
during, and after gaining 
information. 

- Suggest solutions to a 
conflict. 

- Discuss story conflicts 
and solutions and how 
they could have been 
solved differently. 
- Read and create stories 
that have one conflict with 
multiple solutions.   

- Identify problems and 
generate possible 
solutions. 
- Begin to draw 
conclusions from various 
texts to help generate 
possible solutions. 

Benchmark 3: Recognize, express, and defend points of view orally and in writing 
- Understand who is telling 
the story. 

- Contribute and defend 
personal opinions in 
discussions. 
- Evaluate and respond 
orally, pictorially, and in 
writing to information  

- Identify specific facts. - Discuss opinions about 
story material.   
- Learn about different 
points of view. 

-  Form and express 
opinions in response to 
written texts. 
- Begin to form and 
express opinions in 
response to visual text. 
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(i.e.-likes and dislikes 
and why). 

Benchmark 4: Identify the purpose, perspective, and historical and cultural influences of a speaker, author, or 
director 
- Understand why the 
speaker or author is telling 
the story. 

- Introduce and discuss the 
speaker/author’s purpose 
and point of view. 
- Consider, with guidance, 
biographical information 
about speakers/authors to 
gain insight on influences. 
- Begin to relate 
information being 
presented to personal 
experience. 
- Compare and contrast 
personal experiences with 
information. 

-  Identify how characters 
and setting of a text are 
different from student’s 
experience. 

- Discuss how the author’s 
personal history can affect 
the story content.  
- Find examples of culture 
influencing the author’s 
perspective.   
- Discuss how personal 
experiences shape our 
views. 
- Identify the narrator in the 
story and their relation to 
the story. 

- Recognize differences 
between characters and 
settings in different texts. 
- Recognize authors 
attitude or point of view 
about the subject of a 
given text. 
 

Benchmark 5: Evaluate the reliability, accuracy, and relevancy of information 
- Understand if the story is 
fact or fiction. 

- Use life experience, 
asking questions, and prior 
knowledge to evaluate 
information. 
- Differentiate between 
fiction and non-fiction and 
fantasy and reality. 
- Distinguish between 
important and unimportant 
information. 
- Utilize checklists and 
charts to self evaluate 
individual progress and 
proficiency. 
- Use simple checklists to 
proofread, revise, and 
evaluate work and 

- Use given criteria to 
determine and evaluate 
accuracy of non-fiction 
literacy materials. 
- Begin to understand how 
someone’s background, 
history, and opinions can 
affect the reliability and 
accuracy of information. 

- Learn which information 
is essential to a story plot. 
- Discuss how fact and 
opinions can affect the 
reliability and accuracy of 
information. 

-  Use simple checklists 
and rubrics to revise and 
evaluate work.  
- Begin to use peer editing 
and/or discussion to 
evaluate work and 
determine accuracy and 
relevancy. 
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behavior. 

 
Standard 5:  Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information 
from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources. 

 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . .  

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Select relevant material for reading, writing, and speaking purposes 
- Choose books from class 
or school library. 

- Utilize the library to gain 
information and select 
books. 
- Use a variety of 
experiences to gain and 
evaluate new information 
(Guest speakers, field 
trips, independent 
observations, field trips, 
experiments). 
- Orally answer questions 
after reading a text. 
- Read to answer 
questions given prior to 
reading. 
- Identify basic parts of a 
book (author, illustrator, 
cover, title, index, 
copyright page, and 
glossary). 
- Use a variety of graphic 
organizers to select, 
organize, and present 
information for a given 
task. 

- Begin to understand what 
types of resources are 
available for one to use to 
gather information. 
- Use a variety of 
resources to evaluate new 
information. 

- Use a variety of 
informational resources to 
locate information (Maps, 
encyclopedias, internet, 
primary and secondary 
sources). 

- Understand and use a 
variety of information 
resources in relation to 
completing a project. 
- Know where to find and 
locate resources for use in 
research and reference. 
-  Begin to understand the 
benefits as well as the 
pitfalls of using the internet 
to find relevant 
information. 
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Benchmark 2: Understand the structure, organization, and use of various media, reference, and technological 
sources as they select information for their reading and writing 
- Understand how different 
sources of information 
present a variety of 
material. 

- Use alphabetical order to 
the first letter. 
- Use a simple dictionary. 
- Begin, with guidance, to 
use the internet as a 
means for gaining 
information. 

-  Alphabetize to the 
second letter. 
-  Use dictionaries, 
glossaries, and other 
sources for research with 
support. 

- Use resources to locate 
information about a topic. 
- Sort information as it 
relates to a specific topic 
and purpose. 

- Know how pull-down 
menus organize electronic 
information. 
- Understand what 
computer icons represent. 
- Understand the function 
of key word searches. 
- Use passwords, entry 
menu features, pull-down 
menus, icons, and key 
word searches. 
 

Benchmark 3: Paraphrase, summarize, organize, and synthesize information 
- Begin to look at 
resources and the type of 
information contained 
therein. 

- Orally answer questions 
after reading a text. 
- Read to answer 
questions given prior to 
reading. 
- Contribute to 
discussions. 
- Demonstrate the 
processes of summarizing, 
organizing and 
synthesizing information 
by asking questions and 
making statements 
pertaining to given 
information. 
- Utilize a variety of 
graphic organizers to 
summarize, organize, and 
synthesize information. 
- Begin to write basic 
summaries. 

- Identify graphs, charts, 
tables, and illustrations as 
ways to record 
observations and report 
events. 
- Use lists and logs to 
record observations and 
report events sequentially. 

- Learn to evaluate which 
information is important 
and should be included in 
a summary. 
- Organize information into 
a chronological order or 
sequence. 

- Take simple notes from 
relevant sources (e.g., 
guest speakers, 
periodicals, online 
searches). 
- Organize knowledge 
using formats such as 
graphic organizers, note 
takings, and summarizing. 
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- Orally summarize, 
organize and synthesize 
information in a variety of 
settings (independently, 
small group, whole class). 
Use lists to record and 
organize information and 
observations. 
- Use timelines and 
graphic organizers to 
record information, 
observations, and events 
sequentially. 

Benchmark 4: Give credit for others' ideas, images, or information 
- Begin to understand that 
they can share others’ 
ideas. 

- Understand and state 
who writes and/or 
illustrates a given piece. 
- Introduce and being to 
understand plagiarism and 
the consequences of it. 

- Begin to understand the 
importance of giving credit 
to original source of 
gathered information. 
- Understand the 
importance of not 
plagiarizing work  and the 
consequences of doing so. 

- Learn to make a list of 
the sources and 
information used by the 
student. 

- Give credit for research 
information by author and 
title of the resource. 

Benchmark 5: Use information to produce a quality product 
- Create a collage of ideas 
through pictures and 
simple sentences. 

- Relay information in a 
variety of writing and 
speaking exercises and 
projects. 

-  Create simple products 
using information gathered 
from various sources. 
 

- Create several products 
requiring the research 
methods stated above. 

- Use various forms of 
technology to present 
information/work 
(PowerPoint, Windows 
MovieMaker, Microsoft 
Word & Publisher) 
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Standard 6:  Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience. 

 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Know and use literary terminology 
- Begin to understand the 
genre of literature 
available.  Tall tales, fairy 
tales, fables, poetry. 

- Identify and demonstrate 
rhyming words. 
- Identify basic terminology 
(character, setting, basic 
plot, problem, and 
solution) within a given 
piece.  
- Introduce alliteration. 
- Determine regular beats 
(rhythms) and similarities 
of sound in poetry (rhyme). 

- Identify physical and 
personality traits in 
characters. 
- Identify characters and 
setting (place) in a favorite 
story. 

- Identify physical and 
personality traits in 
characters.  
- Discuss similarities 
between the characters 
and ourselves. 

- Identify main characters 
and supporting characters 
in a story. 
- Understand how 
characters change 
throughout a story. 
- Compare characters 
within or between texts. 
- Identify problem/solution 
and sequence in fiction. 

Benchmark 2: Read literature to investigate common issues and interests 
- Begin to understand how 
each genre of literature is 
based on people’s lives. 

- Choose literature on 
assigned or self-directed 
issues and interests. 
- Make connections 
between one’s personal 
life and literature. 
- Read and respond to a 
variety of literature genres 
(fiction, fantasy, fairy tale, 
tall tale, folk tale, non-
fiction, and poetry). 

-  Read, respond to, and 
gain meaning from fiction, 
non-fiction and poetry. 
- Make connections 
between one’s personal 
life and literature. 

- Read nonfiction literature 
to learn about other people 
and events.   

- Read from various non-
fiction sources 
(newspaper, internet, 
periodicals, and others) to 
learn about current 
important events in our 
world. 
- Read and choose 
materials on topics of 
interest. 
- Through reading of 
literature begin to 
understand the future 
implications of events and 
happenings in our world 
today. 
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Benchmark 3: Read literature to understand places, people, events, and vocabulary, both familiar and unfamiliar 
- Know the literature 
incorporates events 
beyond their classroom. 

- Begin, with guidance, to 
understand, appreciate, 
and value diverse points of 
view. 
- Raise awareness of 
cultural backgrounds, 
experiences, emotions, 
and ideas of self and 
others through literature. 
- Compare and contrast 
topics addressed in 
literature to personal 
experiences and writings. 
- Begin, with guidance, to 
appreciate and understand 
the universality of literary 
themes in many cultures 
and in many different 
times. 

- Begin to be able to apply, 
discuss, and value diverse 
points of view presented in 
literature. 
- Compare and contrast 
topics and events 
presented in literature with 
prior knowledge and 
understanding. 

- Compare tales from 
different cultures and 
discuss the differences 
between them.   
- Find similarities in 
different cultural stories. 

- Know similarities and 
differences among stories. 
- Understand ways in 
which stories reflect the 
background of the author 
and the culture in which 
they were written. 
 

Benchmark 4: Read literature that reflects the uniqueness and integrity of the American experience 
- Choose and share stories 
of people that influenced 
our country. 

- Read and respond to a 
variety of grade-level 
appropriate literature on 
this topic. 
- Begin, with guidance, to 
understand, appreciate, 
and value the literary 
expression of our 
contemporary multicultural 
society and multicultural 
heritage. 

- Read, respond to, and 
gain meaning from fiction, 
non-fiction, and poems 
which give an insight into 
the American experience. 

- Read and discuss 
nonfiction biographies of 
several influential 
Americans. 

Read and respond to 
various American stories 
such as tall tales, 
American historical fiction, 
and poetry by American 
authors. 
- Begin to understand 
through literature the many 
cultures, ethnic groups, 
and beliefs that make up 
our collective American 
experience. 

Benchmark 5: Read classic and contemporary literature, representing various cultural and ethnic traditions from 
throughout the world 
- Choose and share stories - Read and respond to a - Read, respond to, and - Read a variety of fiction - Understand ways in 
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that involve children and 
adults of other countries. 

variety of grade-level 
appropriate literature (Folk 
tales, fairy tales, tall tales, 
and totem poles). 
- Begin, with guidance, to 
appreciate the significance 
of traditional literature 
within a culture. 

gain meaning from a 
variety of ethnic and 
multicultural literature (folk 
tales, legends, short 
stories). 

and nonfiction stories from 
different cultures. 

which stories reflect the 
background of the author 
and the culture in which 
they were written. 
- Read and respond to 
myths. 
- Read and respond to 
content-area reading. 

Benchmark 6: Read classic and contemporary literature of the United States about the experiences and traditions 
of diverse ethnic groups 
- Choose and share stories 
that illustrate the unique 
people that helped form 
our country. 

- Read and respond to a 
variety of grade-level 
appropriate literature on 
this topic. 
- Begin, with guidance, to 
understand, appreciate, 
and value the literary 
expression of our 
contemporary multicultural 
society and multicultural 
heritage. 
- Begin, with guidance, to 
recognize cultural attitudes 
and customs in literary 
selections. 
- Begin, with guidance, to 
appreciate the significance 
of traditional literature 
within our culture. 

- Begin to recognize and 
understand cultural 
attitudes and customs 
presented in various texts. 
- Begin to understand the 
importance of preserving 
traditions through the oral 
and written word. 

- Read nonfiction stories 
about the early American 
settlers and the different 
countries they came from. 
- Read about the different 
experiences of other third 
grade children from around 
the world. 

- Begin to differentiate 
between what is 
considered classic and 
what is contemporary 
literature. 
- Read fiction/non-fiction 
literature about the impact 
of various ethnic groups on 
the history of Colorado, 
and on our state as it is 
today. 

Benchmark 7: Relate literary themes to the human experience and critically analyze such themes through a 
Christian perspective 
- Choose and share stories 
that parallel themes 
represented in the Bible. 

- Use literature and literary 
themes to evaluate 
appropriate and 
inappropriate Christian 
responses to situations.  

- Recognize through 
literary themes and life 
experiences God has 
given us abilities and 
senses to understand, 

- Read Bible stories and 
discuss how people today 
relate to the people in the 
stories. 

- Use literature and literary 
themes to understand and 
evaluate Christian 
response to situation 
presented in various texts. 
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- Discuss and demonstrate 
empathy, sympathy, and 
forgiveness to others. 
- Read and respond, using 
critical thinking, to the 
Bible and Christian 
literature in a variety of 
media. 
- Recognize through 
literary themes and life 
experiences God has 
given us abilities and 
senses to understand, 
describe, and interact with 
His world. 
- Practice and discuss 
what it means to trust 
God’s ability to help them 
and others. 

describe, and interact with 
His world. 
- Read and respond, using 
critical thinking, to the 
Bible and Christian 
literature in a variety of 
media. 
 

- Compare/contrast literary 
themes presented in 
chosen reading texts to 
similar Biblical 
themes/perspectives. 
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Language Arts Curriculum Framework 
(Grades 5 – 8) 

 
Standard 1:  Students read and understand a variety of materials including the Bible 
and other Christian literature. 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . .  

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Build vocabulary through reading a wider scope of materials 
- Increase vocabulary by listening 
to oral introductions and 
discussion of new words. 
- Read short stories and books to 
increase understanding of new 
words in the context of reading 
literature. 
- Demonstrate use of vocabulary 
words through workbook pages 
and worksheets. 
- Demonstrate mastery of 
vocabulary words on regular 
assessments (quizzes/tests). 
- Understand prefixes, root words 
and suffixes to expand 
vocabulary. 
- Refer to a dictionary when 
needed to help them understand 
the meaning of a word. 
- Be able to use new words in 
their writing (journals, writing 

- Select appropriate definitions 
from the dictionary to determine 
appropriate word meaning. 
- Determine word meanings using 
context clues, word roots, and 
word recognition skills. 
- Generate synonyms and 
antonyms to determine word 
meaning. 

- Create their own vocabulary 
puzzle. 
- Define a list words by using a 
dictionary, glossaries and other 
sources. 
- Create projects based on 
understanding of vocabulary. 
- Determine world meanings using 
context clues and word 
recognition skill. 
- Understand the meaning of 
roots, prefixes, and suffixes to 
determine the definition of words. 

- Formulate independent word 
lists for study. 
- Independently locate meanings, 
pronunciations and derivations of 
unfamiliar words using 
dictionaries, glossaries and other 
sources. 
- Create definition assessments 
independently. 
- Use technical vocabulary of 
content areas accurately. 
- Practice the use of  context clues 
to confirm meaning of figurative, 
idiomatic and technical language. 
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assignments). 

Benchmark 2: Comprehend the literal meaning of increasingly complex material 
- Demonstrate comprehension by 
answering questions orally, in 
workbook/worksheet and on 
quizzes. 
- Write notes when reading a book 
to help in comprehension. 
 

- Paraphrase, summarize and 
synthesize information from a 
variety of texts and genres with 
support. 

- Discuss and explain how the 
reading material may relate to 
self. 
- Compare and contrast different 
texts. 

- Monitor comprehension through 
various assessment methods. 
- Summarize poetry, short stories, 
plays and novels for plot or main 
ideas. 
- Identify main idea and 
supporting details in a variety of 
texts and genres. 
- Monitor comprehension by 
breaking down the text into 
smaller portions, searching for 
clues, reading headings and 
captions using reference aids. 

Benchmark 3: Draw inferences from text 
- Be able to infer from the context 
of information being read through 
oral discussion and written work. 

- Infer from context and given 
information being read and apply 
it in various forms and tasks. 

- Discuss the connections 
between self and the text. 
- Draw conclusion from their 
reading. 

- Infer and predict using 
information from a variety of texts 
and genres. 
 

Benchmark 4: Apply knowledge gained from reading 
- Demonstrate use of fiction and 
non-fiction readings through 
discussion of information or 
situations to apply to their lives 
(i.e. in Bridge to Terabithia they 
can discuss how bullying might be 
handled). 
- Demonstrate in action 
application Bible scriptures (cards 
to hurting, confronting peers 
positively, share their faith). 

- Make connections between texts 
and the world. 
- Develop interpretive projects and 
reports that demonstrate 
understanding of reading material. 

- Create projects to demonstrate 
knowledge learned. 
- Makes connections between 
texts and the world. 

- Create projects based on 
comprehension of material. 
- Develop higher level thinking 
questions about text. 
- Create assessments based on 
information gained through 
literature. 
 

Benchmark 5: Relate events and conditions in texts to their own lives and the lives of others 
- Be able to relate characters traits 
and situations to their lives. 
- Be able to discuss similarities 

- Draw correlations between 
events in reading and real life 
situations.  

- Create a personal story that 
brings together self and text. 
- Journal on the relationship of self 

- Apply knowledge from personal 
experience to aid in the 
understanding of fiction and 
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and differences in their lives and 
characters they read about (i.e. 
use of Venn Diagrams). 
- Be able to discuss options 
characters might choose. 

- Make connections between texts 
and the world. 

to text. nonfiction texts. 
- Gather artifacts from outside the 
classroom that correspond to 
reading. 
- Apply knowledge from personal 
experience to aid in the 
understanding of fiction and 
nonfiction texts. 

Benchmark 6: Select works for reading and articulate criteria for their choices 
- Be able to select books/reading 
materials for a variety of different 
means. 
-Be able to discuss the reasons 
behind a choice of reading 
materials for a particular purpose. 

- Be able to select books/reading 
materials for a variety of different 
means or tasks. 
- Present book reports/book talks 
- Select works of poetry based on 
interest, style, and author. 

- Be able to select books/reading 
materials for a variety of different 
means or tasks. 
- Present book reports/book talks. 

- Use rubrics for selecting works. 
- Compose writing that explains 
choices. 
- Present oral book talks. 

Benchmark 7: Evaluate, analyze, and synthesize text 
- In reading different genres 
students will be able to answer 
questions of inference, opinion, 
analysis, and synthesis in regard 
to the text. 

- Paraphrase, summarize and 
synthesize information from a 
variety of texts and genres with 
support. 
- Discuss evaluations of text with 
peers and class as a whole. 

- Summarize main ideas. 
- Identify the most appropriate 
topic sentence for paragraphs. 
- Understanding the meaning of 
roots, prefixes and suffice to 
determine the definition of words. 
- Discuss analysis of text with 
peers and class as a whole. 

- Perform and create 
assessments. 
- Construct detailed notes. 
- Respond to various levels of 
questions. 

Benchmark 8: Determine purposes for reading text, monitor their own comprehension, and adjust reading 
strategies 
- Students learn to read for 
comprehension through 
predicting/infer, summarizing, 
evaluate, question, and monitor 
and clarify. 

- Determine reading purpose and 
use strategies appropriate to that 
purpose. 
- Use text structures (e.g., cause 
and effect, problem/solution, and 
compare/contrast) to locate and 
recall information. 

- Identify main ideas and 
important supporting details from 
the passage and be able to 
summarize them. 
- Apply knowledge of text 
structures to locate and recall 
information. 
- Compare texts with similar main 
ideas and create connections 
between texts.   

- Establish and adjust purposes 
for reading. 
- Sequence events and 
procedures in fiction and non-
fiction with minimal help. 
- Apply knowledge of text 
structures to locate and recall 
information. 
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Benchmark 9: Read independently, with fluency and understanding, for a sustained period of time 
- By reading silently and sharing 
orally or in written notes about the 
reading. 

- Read independently during a 
silent reading time. 

- Participating in silent reading 
time. 

- Complete weekly reading log, 60 
minutes p/day. 
- Can respond to general 
questions about comprehension of 
book. 
- Explain plot summary to peers. 

Benchmark 10: Read for enjoyment 
- Read from book of their choice. 
- Read different genres to help 
students with choices of interest. 

- Freely read from book of their 
choice. 
- Fully use independent reading 
time to enjoy a book/reading 
material of student interest. 

- Bring in favorite reading 
materials for silent reading time. 
- Have students’ full use 
independent reading time. 
- Present a variety of different 
reading materials. 

- Completes 60 minutes p/day of 
free read, using any text. 

Benchmark 11: Read from and understand the Bible and other Christian literature 
- Be able to discuss content facts 
and application. 
- Be able to journal about text and 
apply to personal life. 
- Make applications of 
people/events from the Bible to 
their personal lives. 

- Be able to discuss Biblical facts 
and apply them in a variety of 
forms. 
- Compare/Contrast Biblical 
themes and stories. 
- Understand the importance of 
memorization of the Bible for 
purposes such as evangelism and 
defense of the faith. 

- Reading the Bible for finding 
life’s guidance.  
- Exploring the Bible as tool for 
success.  
 

- Memorize preset passages. 
- Critically analyze pericopes. 
- Completes a book report on a 
piece of Christian literature. 
- Memorizes select texts from 
Luther’s small catechism. 
- Recite passages. 

 
Standard 2:  Students write, speak for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . .  

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Write and speak for a variety of purposes such as telling stories, presenting analytical responses 
to literature, conveying technical information, explaining concepts and procedures, and persuading 
- Write multi-paragraph texts for a - Write multi-paragraphed texts. - Write multi-paragraphed texts in - Transition from writing multi-
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variety of purposes (See Writing 
Genres List for specific writing 
types/genres that are taught and 
worked on for this grade level) 
- Speaking for presentations to the 
class, school, and sometimes 
other community events. 

- Write creative texts (poetry, tall-
tales, short stories, skits). 
 

a variety of genres (personal 
narrative, poetry, fiction, 
exposition, persuasion, 
description, letters, and memoirs. 
- Speak in a variety of formats 
including discussion, planned 
presentations, impromptu 
presentations, and speech. 
- Write paragraphs with indented 
first lines that focus on one 
specific topic and include a topic 
sentence, body, and closing 
sentence. 
- Practice writing in sequence, 
narrative, cause and effect, and 
outlining. 

paragraphed texts to essay 
format. 
-  Practice writing in a variety of 
formats including expository, 
persuasive and descriptive 
essays, letters, narratives, reports, 
and poetry. 

Benchmark 2: Write and speak for audiences such as peers, teachers, and the community 
- Write a research paper on a 
topic of their choice and prepare 
to speak to the class on their topic 
- Write notes from silent reading to 
prepare an oral report for class 
- Write a story or other prose to 
present to parents 
- Have the opportunity to enter a 
writing contest with area Lutheran 
Schools. 

-  Write and speak using 
techniques to engage an 
audience. 
-  Retell stories. 
-  Perform skits. 
-  Write a how to paragraph. 

- Define main idea clearly to 
match audience and purpose. 
- Interpret, then address prompts 
appropriately to determine if the 
response should be expository, 
persuasive, or narrative. 
- Recognize differences in voice 
related to audience and purpose. 
- Construct business letters to be 
sent to the actual business. 
- Submit memoirs and poetry to 
various sources for publications. 
- Student journal thoughts, ideas, 
and self-expression. 

- Present weekly current events 
articles to peers. 
- Write, speak, and conduct 
chapel for school. 
- Construct letters and articles for 
publication in newspapers and 
other sources. 
- Create oral and written texts 
appropriate for a variety of 
audiences, purposes and content 
areas. 

Benchmark 3: Plan, draft, revise, proofread, and edit written communications 
- Use a character sketch to plan a 
main character for a story. 
- Write in writing journal about the 
character, revise it, proof it and 

-  Revise drafts for varied 
sentence structure, spelling, and 
punctual errors. 
-  Practice peer editing. 

- Create an outline/web multi-
paragraphed plan, produce a 
rough draft, edit and revise to a 
final copy. 

- Participate in peer editing. 
- Practice grade level appropriate 
planning, drafting, revising, 
editing, and editing strategies to 
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complete final draft. 
- Write in journals to develop other 
stories and poems. 
- Plan, draft, revise, and edit a 
research topic of choice. 
- Plan, draft, and write Social 
Studies projects according to 
rubric given by teacher. 

- Use peer editing with checklists, 
rubrics, or modeling. 
- Develop ideas and content with 
a sufficient number of significant 
details, examples, and/or reasons. 
- Create appropriate topic 
sentences for paragraphs. 
- Develop a personal dialogue. 

create oral and written texts. 

Benchmark 4: Use a variety of devices such as figurative language, symbolism, dialect, and precise vocabulary 
to convey meaning 
- Practice writing metaphors, 
similes, onomatopoeias.  
- Use metaphors, similes, 
onomatopoeias in final draft of a 
paper. 
- Practice writing dialogue in 
reading curriculum Practice Book. 
- Use dialogue in final draft of a 
paper. 
- Use a variety of vocabulary 
words in writing.    

-  Use alliteration, onomatopoeia, 
hyperbole and rhyme in writing. 
 

- Incorporate the use of action 
verbs into writing. 
- Practice the use of figure of 
speech and idioms and visual 
imagery to enhance meaning in 
writing and speaking. 
- Use a variety of sentence 
beginnings, sentence structures 
and sentence lengths. 

- Choose vocabulary and figures 
of speech that communicate 
clearly. 
- Recognize the use of stylistic 
elements (voice, tone and style, 
etc). 

Benchmark 5: Organize written and oral presentations using strategies such as lists, outlining, cause/effect 
relationships, comparison/contrast, problem/solution, and narration 
- Write lists of ideas in writing 
journal. 
- Outline a research paper or 
other writing. 
- Outline a speech for 
presentation to the class. 
- Use Venn Diagrams to compare 
and contrast 
characters/events/situations. 
- Write from the use of a Venn 
Diagram. 
- Be able to distinguish cause and 
effect statements and apply in 

-  Use transitions to link ideas 
between paragraphs. 
-  Use outline to write 
compare/contrast paragraph. 

- Write with an engaging hook and 
a natural voice suited to text’s 
purpose and audience. 
- Organize ideas to create an 
introduction, a logical 
arrangement of ideas and a 
conclusion. 
- Use transition words to link ideas 
and paragraphs. 
- Write paragraphs focused on a 
well supported main idea. 

- Organize writing to create an 
inviting introduction, logical 
progression of ideas and a 
purposeful conclusion. 
- Use transitions effectively within 
paragraphs and linking 
paragraphs. 
- Use paragraphing correctly so 
that each paragraph is 
differentiated by indenting or 
blocking and includes one major, 
focused idea. 
- Use commentary and concrete 



 - 43 - 

writing and speaking. 
- Use a problem to explore a 
solution in writing or oral 
response. 
- Understand and identify 1

st
 and 

3
rd

 person narration and be able to 
use it in writing. 

detail accordingly. 

Benchmark 6: Use handwriting and at the most appropriate time, word processing to produce a product that is 
legible 
- Take keyboarding skills in 
computer class. 
- Use the computer for a minimum 
of three papers in one school 
year. 
- Practice handwriting worksheets 
with correct stroking of letters. 
- Correct illegible class work. 

-  Create polished, revised 
products in writing and speaking. 
-  Create final products generated 
from the computer. 

- Create legible written texts 
appropriate to audience and 
purpose. 
- Produce polished and legible 
handwritten and/or computer 
generated texts in a manner 
appropriate to audience and 
purpose. 
- Practice typing skills for projects 
or papers. 

- Produce legible hand written 
and/or computer generated multi-
paragraphed texts that have been 
edited and proofread for content, 
spelling, mechanics and grammar. 

 
Standard 3:  Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence 
structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . .  

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Know and use correct grammar in speaking and writing 
- Practice grammar skills through 
English textbook and worksheets. 
- Assimilate correct grammar skills 
in oral and written presentations. 

- Identify subjects, predicates, 
pronouns, prepositions, and  
adjectives accurately and explain 
the purpose of each. 
- Identify homonyms and 
homophones. 

-Identify and label parts of speech 
including nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, pronouns, interjections, 
and prepositions and explain how 
each contributes to meaning of a 
sentence. 

- Identify and label parts of speech 
including nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, pronouns, interjections, 
and prepositions and explain how 
each contributes to meaning of a 
sentence. 
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 - Identify and apply knowledge of 
proper, common, concrete and 
collective nouns and explain how 
they contribute to meaning of 
sentence. 
- Identify and apply knowledge of 
action, linking, helping, present 
and past participle,  and perfect 
verbs and how each contributes to 
meaning of sentence. 
- Identify and apply knowledge of 
articles and modifiers. 
- Identify and apply knowledge of 
homonyms and homophones. 
- Diagram simple and compound 
sentences containing subjects, 
verbs, direct objects, indirect 
objects, adverbs, and adjectives. 

- Identify and apply knowledge of 
proper, common, concrete and 
collective nouns and explain how 
they contribute to meaning of 
sentence. 
- Identify and apply knowledge of 
action, linking, helping, present 
and past participle,  and perfect 
verbs and how each contributes to 
meaning of sentence. 
- Identify and apply knowledge of 
articles and modifiers. 
- Identify and apply knowledge of 
homonyms and homophones. 
- Diagram simple and compound 
sentences containing subjects, 
verbs, direct objects, indirect 
objects, adverbs, and adjectives. 

Benchmark 2: Apply correct usage in speaking and writing 
- Practice usage from English 
Textbook, worksheets and oral 
discussion. 
-Assimilate correct usage in 
written and oral presentations. 

- Use correct usage in guided and 
independent work. 

- Continue to demonstrate correct 
usage in guided and independent 
instruction. 
- Auditory identification of 
incorrect grammar. 

- Write response sentences to 
various forms of media and text 
using the given grammatical topic 
of choice. 
- Produce writing that has been 
revised and edited for 
grammatical errors. 
- Can identify incorrect oral 
grammatical structure. 

Benchmark 3: Use correct sentence structure in writing 
- Understand subject and 
predicate to make a complete 
sentence. 
- Understand and recognize a run 
on sentence. 
- Understand and recognize an 
incomplete sentence. 

-Identify simple, compound and 
complex sentences with 
introductory and dependent 
clauses. 

- Identify and write simple, 
compound, and complex 
sentences. 

- Identify, diagram, and write 
compound-complex sentences. 
- Identify whether a sentence is 
parallel or not. 
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- Demonstrate in written work 
correct sentence structure. 

Benchmark 4: Demonstrate correct punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 
- Practice writing and identifying 
interrogative, declarative, 
exclamatory, and command 
sentences. 
- Write using correct usage of 
capitalization. 
- Spell correctly in final writing 
projects. 
- Practice spelling words at 5

th
 

grade level. 
- Use the computer, a peer, or an 
adult to proof read and help edit 
writings for correct punctuation, 
capitalization and spelling. 

- Use semi-colons correctly to 
create complex sentences. 
- Use apostrophes correctly in 
plural possessives. 
- Use capitalization correctly in 
outlines. 
- Identify incorrectly spelled age-
appropriate words and use 
accurate spelling. 
- Use resources to correctly spell 
plural forms. 

- Use apostrophes correctly in 
contractions, in place of omitted 
letters or numbers, to form plurals, 
to express time or amount . 
- Use commas correctly to set off 
dialogue, in compound and 
complex sentences and in direct 
address and items in a series. 
- Use capitals correctly in direct 
quotations, proper complex nouns 
as well as 34 other capitalization 
rules. 
- Identify capitalization rules within 
written text. 
- Label capitalization rules. 
- Create examples of various cap 
rules. 
- Identify and apply knowledge of 
homophones to form correct 
spelling. 

- Use apostrophes correctly to 
form possessives in compound 
nouns (sister-in-law’s), and with 
indefinite pronouns (everyone’s). 
- Use commas correctly in a 
series, in dates, addresses,, direct 
address, letters, introductory 
words, phrases, and clauses, in 
dialogue and in 
compound/complex sentences. 
- Identify commas in sentences 
and know which rule is being 
applied. 
- Create a comma rule book 
where they create sentences 
using various comma forms. 
- Find sentences in various forms 
of print that have a the 
corresponding comma rule. 
- Use resources (spell check, 
dictionary, etc.) to monitor 
spelling. 
- Apply knowledge of root words 
to assist in spelling. 
- Create student generated 
spelling lists for the week. 
- Use capital letters correctly in 
words showing family 
relationships (Aunt Lucy, my 
aunt). 
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Standard 4:  Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and viewing. 

 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . .  

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Make predictions, analyze, draw conclusions, and discriminate between fact and opinion in 
writing, reading, speaking, listening, and viewing 
- Students will preview reading 
stories to make predictions. 
- Students will draw conclusions 
on short reading materials. 
- Students will draw conclusions 
based information gathered by 
listening. 
- Students will understand the 
difference between fact and 
opinion by use of worksheets and 
oral direction. 
- In watching a video, reading a 
book or listening to an oral 
reading the student will be able to 
make predictions and draw 
conclusions. 

- Use details to support 
explanations of texts. 
- Draw informed conclusions 
based on information gathered 
from various sources. 

- Explain the main idea of 
passages or sections and identify 
details in the texts to support the 
explanation. 

- Analyze various fictional texts 
based on plot and character 
development, description of 
setting, realism of dialogue and 
use of vocabulary. 
- Use relevant details to support 
analysis of main ideas in a variety 
of texts. 
- Identify the language difference 
between fact and opinion 
statements. 

Benchmark 2: Use reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing to define and solve problems 
- Use scripture to answer 
questions about life problems. 
- Write a story that has a problem 
and solve the problem in the story. 
- Listen and learn instruction on 
being assertive and use the 
instruction for everyday problems 
with peers and teachers. 

- Draw conclusions from varied 
texts in varied genres. 

- Use reading and writing and 
listening skills to solve problems, 
list possible solutions and provide 
support for the solutions. 

- Identify and begin to use higher-
level questioning skills as an 
approach to learning. 
- Collaborate with peers to solve 
problems. 

Benchmark 3: Recognize, express, and defend points of view orally and in writing 
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- Respond in writing and class 
discussion to questions that are 
open ended or inferring (must give 
specific reasons for their 
response). 

- Form and express opinions in 
response to oral texts. 

- Identify opinions stated in a 
variety of texts. 
- Be able to give sound reasons 
for their opinions. 

- Identify opinion stated and 
implied in a variety of texts. 
-compare opinions stated in texts 
to personal opinions. 
- Defend personal opinions in 
speaking and writing. 
- Construct solid sound reasoning 
for opinions. 

Benchmark 4: Identify the purpose, perspective, and historical and cultural influences of a speaker, author, or 
director 
- Recognize the author’s attitudes 
about the subject of the text. 

- Compare author’s attitudes 
about the subject from a variety of 
texts. 

- Identify the difference between 
the authors of texts and the 
narrators of texts. 

- Recognize an author’s or 
speaker’s perspective and 
purpose, separating fact from 
opinion. 

Benchmark 5: Evaluate the reliability, accuracy, and relevancy of information 
- Understand reliable books and 
internet information when 
gathering information for a report 
or speech. 

- Use simple rubrics and 
checklists to assist in peer editing. 

- Make predictions and draw 
conclusions by identifying details 
in texts to support them. 

- Compare details from more than 
one text to make predictions and 
formulate conclusions. 

 
Standard 5:  Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information 
from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources. 

 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . .  

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Select relevant material for reading, writing, and speaking purposes 
- Explore a variety of reading 
genres in silent reading time. 
- Learn what to choose for the 
writing and speaking assignment. 

- Identify material helpful for 
selected topics. 

- Understand where to gather 
information appropriately. 

- Identify helpful and thorough 
sources for information. 
- Select appropriate age-level 
texts. 

Benchmark 2: Understand the structure, organization, and use of various media, reference, and technological 
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sources as they select information for their reading and writing 
- Be able to look up a word in a 
dictionary or thesaurus.  
- Be able to research on the 
internet. 
- Be able to check out a book on 
the topic for writing or reading. 
- Select appropriate information 
for the assigned task. 

- Locate information in text using 
chapter previews, summaries, 
prefaces, annotations, and 
appendices. 
- Gather information for research 
using encyclopedias, atlases, non-
fiction books, and electronic 
media. 

- Identify and use organizational 
features of text (table of contents, 
glossary, introductory sections, 
headings, etc.). 
- Identify author’s purpose in texts. 
- Use library databases and 
organizational features of 
electronic information. 
- Locate information from a 
bibliography or works cited page. 
- Use text features to locate 
information. 

- Use organizational features of 
texts to locate relevant information 
(annotations, bibliography, 
citations, etc.). 
- Locate and select relevant 
information from reliable and 
accurate sources, including on-
line sources. 
- Understand difference between 
first hand and second hand 
sources. 
- Use organizational features of 
electronic information (keywords, 
search engines, interlibrary 
catalog databases). 

Benchmark 3: Paraphrase, summarize, organize, and synthesize information 
- Write a scripture in your own 
words. 
- Summarize a book through oral 
report. 
- Organize information in a report. 

- Organize knowledge using a 
variety of formats. 

- Use graphic organizers to 
summarize and synthesize 
information and ideas from texts. 
- Practice putting writings into own 
words. 

- Summarize and organize 
information about a topic in a 
variety of ways from various 
references, technical sources and 
media (graphic organizers, Venn 
diagram, outline, timeline). 

Benchmark 4: Give credit for others' ideas, images, or information 
- Understand plagiarism . 
- Write a bibliography with 
research paper. 

- Practice giving credit for others’ 
work using a bibliography form. 

- Define and refrain from 
plagiarism. 
- Understand the concept of 
copyright limitations. 
- Create a works cited page in 
MLA format. 

- Continue to define and refrain 
from plagiarism. 
- Give credit for other’s ideas, 
images or information by listing 
sources using MLA style. 
- Know and use the correct MLA 
works cited format. 
- Know and use the correct MLA 
citations within text. 

Benchmark 5: Use information to produce a quality product 
- Use technology to present 
information in various forms. (e.g. 

- Organize information from 
various sources into simple 

- Create posters, Power Point 
presentations, oral presentations 

- Summarize and organize 
information about a topic in a 
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overheads, SMARTBoard, 
PowerPoint Presentations). 

outlines. and other texts synthesizing 
information found during the 
research process. 

variety of ways from references, 
technical sources and media. 
-Produce a documented report 
and/or media presentation with 
cited sources. 

 
Standard 6:  Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience. 

 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
Benchmark 1: Know and use literary terminology 
- Know the different types of 
genre: fiction, historical-fiction, 
poetry, plays, autobiography, and 
biography. 
- Understand when 1

st
 or 3

rd
 

person narrative is being used. 
- Identify problem/solutions 
(conflict/resolution) and sequence 
in fiction. 

- Know defining characteristics of 
fiction, non-fiction, autobiography, 
and poetry  
- Understand poetic devices, 
including alliteration, simile, 
metaphor, allusion, 
onomatopoeia, and rhyme 
scheme. 
- Analyze characters, setting (time 
and place), problem, solution, and 
sequence in fiction. 
- Read, respond to, gain meaning 
and creatively write a variety of 
literature styles (e.g. folk tales, 
legends, tall tales) 

- Identify flashbacks, and adverbs 
accurately and explain how each 
technique adds meaning to the 
text.  
- Identify direct and indirect 
characterization. 

- Identify setting, character, 
conflict (exposition), plot, 
resolution (denouement), dialect, 
point of view and metaphor 
accurately and explain how each 
literary technique adds meaning to 
texts. 
- Apply knowledge of literary 
terminology including 
foreshadowing, simile, 
personification, onomatopoeia, 
alliteration, flashback, motif, 
allusion, symbolism, imagery, 
irony, and explain how each 
literary technique adds to meaning 
of texts. 

Benchmark 2: Read literature to investigate common issues and interests 
- Read a variety of genres and 
subjects in reading textbook and 
class books. 
- Check out library books in area 
of interest –to explore.   

- Read and respond to stories and 
magazine articles. 
- Read and recognize personal 
narratives and relate them in 
terms of personal experiences 

- Read, discuss and analyze a 
variety of fiction and nonfiction 
materials.  
- Understand and identify conflict 
in a variety of texts. 

- Read, discuss and analyze a 
variety of fiction and non-fiction 
texts from Poe, Saki, Irving. 
O’Henry, Connell, Jacobs and 
Stockton. 
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and common interests. - Conduct book club. 
- Perform various jobs (i.e. 
connector—connects to life now). 

Benchmark 3: Read literature to understand places, people, events, and vocabulary, both familiar and unfamiliar 
- Expand vocabulary in reading of 
books (use new words in 
sentences and writing). 
- Read non-fiction books to gather 
information. 
- Read fiction and non-fiction to 
present oral and written 
information on people, places, and 
events (see objective in writing 
social studies’ papers). 

- Read and respond to literature 
that represents a variety of points 
of view from places, people, and 
events that are both familiar and 
unfamiliar. 

- Read, discuss and analyze texts 
that reflect the unfamiliar. 

- Read, discuss, and analyze 
Twain, Dickens, Hemmingway, 
and Wilder. 
- Select books of choice to gain 
higher motivation. 
- Create vocabulary games for 
peers. 

Benchmark 4: Read literature that reflects the uniqueness and integrity of the American experience 
- Read Social Studies Text Book. 
- Write and listen to reports on a 
president  
- Write and listen to reports on a 
state 
- Read portions of reading 
textbook and other reading 
materials that are about the 
American Experience. 

- Compare and contrast a variety 
of historical fiction and non-fiction 
stories from America’s past that 
reflect experiences unique to the 
United States and the strength 
and principles on which it was 
built.  Suggested texts: Witch of 
Blackbird Pond and Island of 
the Blue Dolphins. 

-Read, discuss and analyze texts 
that reflect the history of America. 

- Understand different expressions 
of the American experience 
reflected in a variety of American 
Literature. 

Benchmark 5: Read classic and contemporary literature, representing various cultural and ethnic traditions from 
throughout the world 
- Read various stories from 
reading curriculum that include 
cultural and ethnic traditions. 
- Read and respond to literature 
that represents a variety of 
viewpoints from places, people, 
and events that are unfamiliar. 

- Compare and contrast multiple 
stories from a variety of world 
cultures, and the ways in which 
those stories reflect the ethnic 
background of the author and the 
culture in which they were written. 
Special emphasis on WWII with 
Anne Frank, Diary of a Young 
Girl as a text. 

- Compare and contrast texts in 
ways that reflect the ethnic 
backgrounds – by author or 
character(s). 

-read and understand Greek 
mythology. 
-differentiate between Roman and 
Greek mythology. 

Benchmark 6: Read classic and contemporary literature of the United States about the experiences and traditions 
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of diverse ethnic groups 
- Watch videos on ethnic groups, 
and ethnic Holidays. 
- Read a book, article, internet 
source on an ethnic group(s) 
represented here in America. 

- Compare and contrast multiple 
stories from various American 
ethnic and cultural perspectives, 
and the ways in which those 
stories reflect the ethnic 
background of the author and the 
culture in which they were written. 

- Compare and contrast texts in 
ways that reflect the ethnic 
backgrounds – by author or 
character(s). 

- Read various stories from 
African American authors, many 
of the civil rights movement. 
- Analyze works by Poe, Saki. 

Benchmark 7:  Relate literary themes to the human experience and critically analyze such themes through a 
Christian perspective 
- Discuss scriptural themes in 
context of religion material units 
and how they apply to everyday 
life. 
- Discuss characters and events 
from fiction stories and be able to 
relate their situations/responses in 
comparison or contrast to their 
faith. 

- Read and analyze stories and 
relate them to real world 
experiences, and also to Biblical 
examples. 
- Analyze conflict and solutions 
through a Christian viewpoint or 
perspective. 

- Discuss reading and how they 
relate to a Christian perspective. 

- Identify theme in text. 
- Understand how death, pain, 
aloneness, simplicity, insanity, 
love, etc. give meaning in context 
in a variety of texts. 
 

 

 


