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The Purpose of Social Studies in  

Zion Lutheran School Curriculum 
 

 At Zion Lutheran School we value the study of the social 

studies as an important tool in implementing our vision and 

philosophy statements. Our social studies curriculum is 

designed to allow our students to see how people interact with 

others in the many aspects of life.  The curriculum is taught in 

the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ through which students 

develop their human relations skills. It is our belief that 

through social studies our students will be able to see the hand 

of God in the history of the human experience, and acquire a 

better understanding of God’s loving relationship seen in the 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

We believe that social studies instruction is instrumental in 

the preparation of effective citizens and the maintenance of 

democratic institutions in our society. Although all content areas 

in school contribute to the development of an informed, effective, 

productive citizenry, it is the social studies that are specifically 

charged with providing much of the content and skills necessary 

for survival in an increasingly complex world.  Ultimately, the 

aim of our social studies curriculum is to help our students to 

develop their full potential as Christian citizens among the 

community of believers and in the world as a whole. 

 

Overview of Social Studies Curriculum 

 

- Our social studies curriculum covers the broad topics or 

subjects of History, Economics, Geography, and Civics.  These 

areas are integrated and interlaced throughout our curriculum.  

The next three pages contain a scope and sequence overview of 

our social studies curriculum.  
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Social Studies Curriculum Overview 
 

 

Grade 

Level 

Focus Area 

(Theme) 
Topic Overview (coverage) 

K 
Intro To 

Social 

Studies 

* Civics in Kindergarten (Manners, caring, sharing, 

showing respect) 

* Our World (Globe, Maps, United States, Colorado) 

* American History in Kind. (History of 

Thanksgiving, Native Americans, Pilgrims) 

* Holidays (Thanksgiving, Christmas, President’s Day, 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Easter)  

* Country Study (Open for Choice) (Geography) 

* Where We Live (Neighborhoods, communities, 

using maps and map keys, sharing God’s Earth) 

* We Belong (family, friends, getting along, 

multicultural-Japan) 

* People at Work  

* Our World (land, water, our neighbors Canada 

and Mexico) 

* It Happened In America (First peoples, 

Columbus, Pilgrims) 

* Americans Celebrate (holidays, calendars, 

celebrations and symbols of USA) 

1st My World 

* Where We Live (Neighborhoods, communities, 

using maps and map keys, sharing God’s Earth) 

* People at Work (needs, wants, moving goods 

and money) 

* Our World (geography, land, water, resources) 

* It Happened In America (First peoples, 

Columbus, Pilgrims, a country of many people) 

* Americans Celebrate (holidays, calendars, 

celebrations and symbols of USA) 

* God’s World News (discuss current events from a 

Christian perspective) 

2nd 
People & 

Places 

* Where We Live (Neighborhoods, communities, 

state, country, world, landforms, regions, resources 

and conservation) 

* Working Together (goods and services, factories 

and production, banks, trade and moving of goods) 

*Our Country Today (local, state, and federal 

government, voting, freedoms) 

* Our Country Long Ago (first Americans, colonies 

and country, westward expansion, famous Americans, 
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family histories, celebrations, landmarks, linking our 

world) 

* Native Americans (History, Culture/Traditions, 

Customs, Regions/Geography (where tribes were 

located) 

* Australia (History, Culture/Traditions, Geography, 

Climate, etc.) 

3rd Communities 

* Our Community (what are communities, kinds of 

communities, study of our community of Denver) 

* People in Communities (customs, culture, 

celebrations of certain communities) 

* Where are Communities (community 

environments, places where communities start ex: 

mountain, water, and crossroads communities) 

* History of Communities (explorers to America, 

American expansion, how technology changes 

communities), Introduction into Native Americans  

* Communities at Work (Budgets, Savings, Trade, 

Running A Business, Goods and Services) 

* Community Government (citizenships, basic 

divisions of government, how laws are created) 

* Government landforms, introduction to regions of 

the U.S. & States of the U.S. 

4th 
Colorado 

History 

* Jr. Economists (economies, banking, stock 

market, investing/saving, budgets) 

* Jr. Geographers (landforms, maps, 

latitude/longitude, states and capitals, regions) 

* Colorado History (Symbols of Colorado, 

Geography of Colorado, Prehistoric Peoples, 

American Indians, Exploration of Colorado, Fur 

Trappers and Traders, Spanish-Americans, Gold, War, 

Territory to Statehood, Industries of Colorado, Famous 

People in Colorado) 

* African American Experience (Optional) 

(history, culture, traditions, civil rights, famous African 

Americans) 

5th US History 

* Geography (maps of the world, continents, 

emphasis on the western hemisphere) 

* Americans and our Environment (Life in & 

Geography of the United States) 

* Culture East and West (Early peoples of western 

hemisphere, Native Americans, life in eastern 

hemisphere) 

*Contact and Exploration (explorers and early 

European settlements of North America) 

*Colonization and Conflict (13 colonies, life in the 

colonies, struggle for North America) 

*Independence and New Government 
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(Breaking ties with England, American Revolution, the 

Constitution) 

*Expansion and Change (Young United States, 

changing country) 

*Slavery and Emancipation (slavery, civil war 

and reconstruction) 

*Immigration and Industry (newcomers change 

the west, industry changes the country) 

*Hopes for Peace and Prosperity (good times, 

hard times, world war, cold war, civil rights movement, 

preparing for a new century) 

* Presidents (all of the presidents are covered and 

studied as they occurred in America’s History) 

6th World History 

* Understanding the World (regions of the world, 

early cultures) 

* River Valley Civilizations (focus on Ancient-

Egypt, also covers Mesopotamia, India, and China) 

* New Ideas and New Empires (Ancient-Greece, 

Rome, Arabia, America) 

* World Regions in Transition (Cultures of 

Medieval Europe, Empires and Cultures of – Africa, 

Asia, the Americas) 

* Rise of Islam & A Look at other Religions  

(Background and impact of Islam, Crusades, 

Background and impact of other religions) 

* Dawn of the Modern World (European 

expansion, revolutions change the world) 

* A Century of Conflict (World at war, new 

nations, changing world) [Covered in our history 

elective that is open to grades 6-8] 

7th Geography 

* Physical and Human Geography (exploring 

geography, climates and ecosystems, population and 

culture, resources and land use) 

*The United States and Canada (profile of US, 

regions of the US, Canada 

*Latin America (Optional if time) (Mexico, Central 

America and the Caribbean, Brazil, countries of South 

America)  

*Western Europe (British Isles and Nordic nations, 

Central Western Europe, Mediterranean Europe) 

8th 
United States 

History 

(- In 8th Grade American History is covered in much 

greater depth and scope than 5th grade US History) 

* Three Worlds Meet (World in 1500, European 

exploration of the Americas, 13 Colonies, beginnings 

of American Identity) 

* Creating A New Nation (road to revolution, 

revolution, confederation to constitution) 

* The Early Republic (new republic, Jeffersonian 
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Era, national and regional growth) 

* A Changing Nation (age of Jackson, Manifest 

Destiny, new spirit of Change) 

* A Nation Divided and Rebuilt (Nation breaking 

apart, Civil War, Reconstruction) 

* Modern America Emerges (the Progressive Era, 

becoming a world power, WWI) [Cover in our history 

elective for grades 6-8] 

* Depression, War, and Recovery (roaring 

twenties, Great Depression and New Deal, rise of 

dictators and WWII, cold war, the American Dream) 

[Cover in our history elective for grades 6-8] 

* Tensions at Home and Abroad (Civil Rights Era, 

Vietnam War Years, years of doubt, entering a new 

millennium) [Cover in our history elective for grades 6-

8] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 - 8 - 

Adopted Textbooks 

 
Kindergarten: "Our World, Now and Long Ago," Harcourt. 

2007 

 

1
st
 Grade:  "A Child's View," Harcourt. 2007 

 

2
nd

 Grade: "People We Know," Harcourt,  2007 
 

 

3
rd

 Grade: "Our Communities," Harcourt,  2007 

 

4
th

 Grade:  "States and Regions," Harcourt,  2007 
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5

th
 Grade: "The United States: Making a New Nation," 

Harcourt,  2007 

 

6
th

 Grade: "World History," Holt, 2003  

 

7
th

 Grade:  "World Geography," Holt, 2003 

 
8

th
 Grade:  "United States History: Beginnings to 1877," Holt, 

2003 
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Zion Social Studies 

Curriculum Standards 
(Adapted from the Colorado Model Content Standards) 

 

HISTORY 
1. Students understand the chronological organization of 

history and know how to organize events and people into 

major eras to identify and explain historical relationships. 

 

2. Students know how to use the processes and resources of 

historical inquiry. 

 

3. Students understand that societies are diverse and have 

changed over time. 

 

4. Students understand how science, technology, and economic 

activity have developed, changed, and affected societies 

throughout history. 

 

5. Students understand political institutions and theories that 

have developed and changed over time. 

 

6. Students know that religious and philosophical ideas have 

been powerful forces throughout history. 

 

7. Students will be able to understand the role (hand) of God in 

their lives and in the history of human experience. 
 

 

Note: The broad term “History”, as used in the standards, refers to any and/or all areas of 

history under study at a given time. This includes the history of the United States, the 

World (including Western Civilization and the Americas), and the State of Colorado, 

where appropriate, over the K-12 years. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 
1. Students know how to use and construct maps, globes, and 

other geographic tools to locate and derive information about 

people, places, and environments. 

 

2. Students know the physical and human characteristics of 

places, and use this knowledge to define and study regions and 

their patterns of change. 

 

3. Students understand how physical processes shape Earth’s 

surface patterns and systems. 

 

4. Students understand how economic, political, cultural, and 

social processes interact to shape patterns of human 

populations, interdependence, cooperation, and conflict. 

 

5. Students understand the effects of interactions between 

human and physical systems and the changes in meaning, use, 

distribution, and importance of resources. 

 

6. Students apply knowledge of people, places, and 

environments to understand the past and present and to plan 

for the future. 
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ECONOMICS 

 
1. Students understand that because of the condition of 

scarcity, decisions must be made about the use of resources. 

 

2. Students understand how different economic systems impact 

decisions about the use of resources and the production and 

distribution of goods and services. 

 

3. Students understand the results of trade, exchange, and 

interdependence among individuals, households, businesses, 

governments, and societies. 

 

 

CIVICS 

 
1. Students understand the purposes of government, and the 

basic constitutional principles of the United States republican 

form of government. 

 

2. Students know the structure and function of local, state, and 

national government and how citizen involvement shapes 

public policy. 

 

3. Students know the political relationship of the United States 

and its citizens to other nations and to world affairs. 

 

4. Students understand how citizens exercise the roles, rights 

and responsibilities of participation in civic life at all levels - 

local, state and national. 

 
 



Social Studies Curriculum Framework 
(Grades K – 4) 

 
History 

 
Standard 1:  Students understand the chronological organization of history and 
know how to organize events and people into major eras to identify and explain 
historical relationships. 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
1.1 Know the general chronological order of events and people in history 
- Use words before and 
after. 
- Use yesterday, today, 
tomorrow. 
- Identifies a calendar. 
- Tools long ago.  
 

- Understand the 
difference between 
historical events that 
occurred long ago and 
more recent times. 
- Students understand how 
to prepare a time line. 

- Compare and contrast 
between past, present, 
and future time. 
- Learn about, put in time 
order, and compare 
various means of travel 
and how they have 
changed over time. 
- Study Native Americans 
and examine how their 
lives and culture have 
changed over time. 
- Understand the 
difference between 

- Discuss a general 
timeline of events and 
significant people in United 
States history. 
 

- Places in chronological 
order significant people, 
groups, and events in the 
history of Colorado in 
various ways; e.g., murals, 

time lines, charts, maps. 
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historical events that 
occurred long ago and 
more recent times. 
- Students understand how 
to prepare a time line. 

1.2 Use chronology to organize historical events and people 
- Introduce a calendar with 
day, week, month, and 
year. 
- Understand sequenced 
pictures in a story. 
 

- Understand how to 
prepare a time line of 
events.  
- Understand how to 
sequence events in order 
of occurrence. 

 - Understand how to 
prepare a time line of 
events.  
 

- Put events in order by 
weeks, months and years.  
- Construct a simple 
timeline of the early 
settlement of the United 
States.   
 

- Create a brief historical 
narrative that 
chronologically organizes 
people and events in a 
select period of Colorado 
history. 
- Create timelines that 
show people and events in 
sequence by years, 
decades, centuries. 

1.3 Use chronology to examine and explain historical relationships 
- Identify cause and effect 
relationships in a 
sequence of events and 
discuss. 
- Understand how to sort 
things. 
- Recognize that events or 
actions have 
consequences. 

- Understand how to 
create a calendar.  
- Understand how to sort 
things. 
- Recognize that events or 
actions have 
consequences. 

-Analyze rural, urban, and 
suburban communities and 
describe how the local 
community has changed 
physically and 
demographically over time 
in Colorado. 
- Understand how to 
create a calendar.  
 

- Discuss the relationship 
between the early colonies 
and their mother countries.   
- Discuss how the 
relationship between the 
early settlements and their 
mother countries effected 
the timeline of United 
States history  
- Explain the historical 
timelines of technology, 
communication, and 
medicine.   

- Describe a cause and 
effect relationship in a 
sequence of chosen 

historical events. 
- Explains the cause and 
effect relationship between 
one or more events in 
Colorado history; (e.g., 
increased settlers and the 
displacement of Native 
Americans, reform efforts 
in the early 20

th
 century, 

increased use of 
technology.) 
- Explain physical, human, 
and demographic changes 
in Colorado. 
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Standard 2:  Students know how to use the processes and resources of historical 
inquiry 

 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
2.1 Know how to formulate questions and hypotheses regarding what happened in the past and to obtain and 
analyze historical data to answer questions and test hypotheses 
- Learn to ask questions, 
rather than tell stories 
about self. 
- Use “show and tell” to 
share a part of personal 
history. 

- Respond to questions 
after introduction to 
historical concepts. 
- Discuss historical topics.  
- Be able to ask and 
answer questions about 
historical topics.  
 

- Pose and answer 
questions about the lives 
of children and families in 
the past. 
 - Demonstrate an 
understanding of how the 
past connects with the 
present. 

 - Pose and answer 
questions about the past. 
- Gather historical data 
from various sources (oral 
history, fiction, non-fiction, 
interviews, diaries, letters, 
newspapers, speeches, 
texts, maps, photographs 
and art work). 
- Use available technology 
to obtain historical 
information. 

2.2 Know how to interpret and evaluate primary and secondary sources of historical information 
 - Identify the main 

historical idea from books 
and magazines, using text, 
pictures, and graphs. 
 -Become aware that news 
magazines can be used to 
learn about current events 
as well as historic facts. 

- Identify the main idea in a 
source of historical 
information. 
- Recognize how writing, 
photographs, and graphs 
show events in the past. 

- Explain how diaries, 
photographs, and art work 
are used to record history. 
 

- Use primary and 
secondary resources. 
- Identify, analyze, and 
make generalizations 
about life in Colorado 
history using primary 
sources including artifacts, 
diaries, letters, 
photographs, art, 
documents and newspaper 
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archives. 
- Uses data in print and 
non-print resources, 
including media, maps, 
photographs, and artifacts, 
to draw conclusions for 
investigative reports. 
- Identify ways different 
cultures record their 
history.  

2.3 Apply knowledge of the past to analyze present-day issues and events from multiple, historically objective 
perspectives 
- Identify examples of 
connections between past 
and present in their own 
lives. 

- Identify connections 
between the past and the 
present in their own lives. 
- Understand how to sort 
things into categories and 
to sequence events. 

- Identify examples of 

connection between past 

and present; e.g., family, 

school, 

neighborhood/community. 

 
 

- Recognize examples of 
connections between past 
events and present day 
situations in the United 
States.  
- Discuss how early 
explorers and countries 
have shaped our country 
in the past and the 
present. 

- Summarize prehistory 
and sequence major 
events in Colorado history 
from 1876 to the present 
and locate significant 
places and events on a 
map of the state. 
- Uses information to make 
connections about a 
specific historical event in 
Colorado to an existing 
present day issue; e.g., 
mining and water pollution; 
settlement of Denver and 

air pollution. 
- Explores examples of 
historical events where 
groups or individuals have 
tried to change how 
government works; e.g., 
reform in the early 20

th
 

century, water, and land 
projects. 

 



 - 17 - 

 
Standard 3: Students understand that societies are diverse and have changed over 
time 

 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
3.1 Know how various societies were affected by contacts and exchanges among diverse peoples 
- Help children understand 
the sequence of 
happenings relating to the 
pilgrims and Thanksgiving. 
- Discuss common 
holidays and celebrations. 

- Identify holidays 
important to our countries’ 
past. 
- Understand importance 
of contributions of African 
Americans (particularly Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.). 

- Identify holidays 
important to our countries’ 
past. 
- Describe various holidays 
and celebrations in 
different cultures. 
- Identify different historical 
"job roles" (children, 
women, men), and how 
those roles changed as 
times change. 
 
 

- Discuss how the early 
settlers influenced the 
cultures and people 
already present in the 
United States.   
- Explain how the 
presence, interactions, and 
contributions of various 
groups and cultures have 
affected the Denver area 
over time.  
 

- Recognize how the 
presence, interactions, and 
contributions of various 
groups and cultures have 
affected the school, 
neighborhood, community, 
and state. 
- Describe the history, 
interactions, and 
contributions of various 
people and cultures that 
lived in or migrated to the 
area that is now Colorado. 

3.2 Understand the history of social organization in various societies 
- Identify behavior 
expected of students in 
classroom. 
- Describe and discuss 
various cultural groups of 
the United States. 
- Understand the 
importance of God in our 
lives and the various roles 
of family members. 
 

- Understand the 
importance of God in our 
lives and the various roles 
of family members. 
 

- Identify why people live in 
neighborhoods/school 
community. 

 

- Identify and discuss ways 
that people in communities 
have helped and 
supported each other now 
and in the past.   
- Identify specific reasons 
why groups of people were 
so influential.   

- Identify reasons for living 
in social groups as well as 
things which must be 
surrendered in order to 
achieve the benefits. 
- Map former 
concentrations of Spanish, 
Mexican, Native American, 
and other settlements in 
Colorado. 
- Compare how and why 
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people traveled to 
Colorado and the major 
trails they followed (Sante 
Fe, Smokey Hill, Overland, 
Goodnight-Loving, and 
Indian Trails). 
- Describe important 
components of the cultural 
heritage of Colorado. 
-  Recognize there are 
different family structures 
and other cultures around 
the world. 

 
Standard 4: Students understand how science, technology, and economic activity 
have developed, changed, and affected societies throughout history 

 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
4.1 Understand the impact of scientific and technological developments on individuals and societies 
- Understand the need for 
classroom rules. 
 

- Understand the 
difference technology 
makes in their lives and 
are introduced to how 
technology has changes 
over the years in some 
ways. 

- Identify technological 
developments that affect 
the neighborhood.  
 

- Discuss in impact of 
various technological 
developments including 
communication, medicine, 
and transportation.   
- Explore how 
improvements in 
technology affected the 
history of our community.  
- Identify advancing 
technology that influences 
our community today.  
 - Identify resources 

- Identifies technological 
developments in Colorado; 
e.g., transportation, 
communication. 
- Explores how scientific or 
technological 
developments have 
positively or negatively 
impacted an existing 
environmental issue; e.g., 
water projects, air 
pollution, water pollution, 
land use. 
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available in our community 
and how they are used.   
- Discuss nonrenewable 
and renewable resources 
and their impact on our 
environment when they 
are gone.   

- Explores ways resources 
are used in Colorado and 
consequences of the 
choices for using; e.g., 
roads vs. natural habitat, 
suburban developments 
vs. open space. 

4.2 Understand how economic factors have influenced historical events 
- Understand how the 
Native Americans assisted 
Pilgrims in their survival. 
 

- Understand how 
resources were traded in 
the past and now we use 
money to exchange 
resources. 
- Understand how the 
Native Americans assisted 
Pilgrims in their survival. 
 

- Analyze how limited 
resources affect our 
economic decisions. 
 

 - Describes the economic 
reasons people moved to 
Colorado; e.g., gold, 
ranching, skiing, 
recreation, industry. 
- Describes the boom and 
bust economy of Colorado; 
e.g., silver, gold traders, 
trappers/beaver fur. 
- Identifies scarcity of 
goods* and services* in 
Colorado; e.g., water, food 

supplies. 

4.3 Understand the historical development and know the characteristics of various economic systems 
- Identify personal needs 
and wants. 
- Distinguish between 
needs and wants in family 
and school. 

- Describe how goods or 
services are obtained 
(trade or use money). 
- Distinguish between 
needs and wants in family 
and school. 

- Describe how people 

obtain goods and services; 

e.g., trade, money, and 

barter. 
- Describe how goods or 
services are obtained 
(trade or use money). 
- Distinguish between 
needs and wants in family. 

- Explain how supply and 
demand affect the 
resources in a community. 
- Discuss how 
communities obtain the 
goods and services 
unavailable in their 
community. 
- Identify scarce resources 
in Colorado and how they 
may be replaced or 
reused. 

- Identifies the impact of 
supply, demand, and price 
on Colorado's economy; 
e.g., beaver pelts, gold 
and silver, oil and gas. 
- Give examples of 
different ways that 
decisions are made 
regarding how resources 
are utilized and distributed 
in Colorado (e.g., 
authority, sharing, 
tradition, "first-come, first-
served," "luck of the draw," 
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etc.). 

 
Standard 5: Students understand political institutions and theories that have 
developed and changed over time 

 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
5.1 Understand how democratic ideas and institutions in the United States have developed, changed, and/or 
been maintained 
- Learn to recognize the 

flag as our national symbol 
and how to recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
- Identify and practice 
rules, such as sharing and 
taking turns, and the 
consequences of good and 
bad choices. 
- Identify national symbols 
and holidays in the United 
States. 
 
 
 

- Identify national symbols 
and holidays in the United 
States. 
- Recognize the features of 
a state and a country and 
identify the United States 
as the country in which 
he/she lives/Colorado as 
the state/Brighton as the 
community where the 
school is located. 

- Explains the meaning of 
citizenship and the 
responsibilities of a citizen 
in school and the 
neighborhood. 
- Examines important 
personal rights; e.g., 
freedom of speech, right to 
own property, right to be 
safe. 
- Recognizes ways we 
respect the flag and what it 
symbolizes. 
- Identify national symbols 
and holidays in the United 
States. 
- Explain why cities and 
towns have laws to 
maintain order and protect 
citizens. 
- Discuss the purposes of 
important documents in 
our history (Declaration of 

- Explain why cities and 
towns have laws to 
maintain order and protect 
citizens. 
- Discuss the purposes of 
important documents in 
our history.  
- Identify the purposes of 
the different levels of 
government in the United 
States. 
 

- Describe how historical 
figures from diverse 
backgrounds in the United 
States and the world have 
advanced individual rights 
and promoted common 
good. 
- Explain the importance of 
national celebrations, 
symbols, and ideas in 
historical context.  
- Explain the historical 
development of democratic 
principles that influenced 
Colorado becoming a 
state. 
- Explain the historical 
development of democratic 
principles that influenced 
Colorado becoming a 
state. 
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Independence). 
- Discuss some of the 
most influential presidents 
and create a research 
report  about them. 
 

5.2 Know how various systems of government have developed and functioned throughout history 
- Understand the need for 
rules in the classroom as 
well as in government. 
- Begin to recognize ways 
various decisions are 
made. 
- Identify the need for 
family and school rules. 
 

- Identify the need for 
family and school rules. 
 

- Identify the need for 
family and school rules. 
- Identify the government 
bodies that perform 
various functions at the 
local, state, and national 

levels. 
- Examine basic principles 
of government and 
describes various ways 
decisions can be made; 
e.g., voting in class, 
teacher made decisions, 
student council, choices 
for class, individual 
rewards. 
- Explain what makes a 
good law or rule in the 
school and 
neighborhood/community; 
e.g., fair, clear. 
- Identifies who enforces 
laws and rules in school 
and 
neighborhood/community; 
e.g., teacher, principal, 
policeman, judge. 
- Describe the different 
heads of government and 

- Describe the different 
heads of government and 
discuss their different 
powers including 
president, king, mayor and 
governor.   
- Discuss the local heads 
of government and their 
powers. 

-  Describe the purpose, 
structure, and functions 
of state government 
- Explain why rules and 
laws have been 
established and enforced 
in states and nations 
- Identifies various 
examples of government 
prior to statehood; e.g., 
Ute, Arapaho, Cheyenne, 
Spanish-American, forts, 
etc. 
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discuss their different 
powers including 

5.3 Know how political power has been acquired, maintained, used, and/or lost throughout history 
- Discuss presidents and 
the ways they helped 
America. 
- Discuss the power the 
people have in America 
when they are allowed to 
vote. 

- Understand that in our 
country we elect our 
leaders by voting. 
- Understand it is important 
to pray for political leaders. 

- Explain the difference 
between making laws, 
enforcing laws, and 
determining if laws have 
been violated; and identify 
the governmental bodies 
that perform these 
functions at the local, 
state, and national levels. 
- Understand that in our 
country we elect our 
leaders by voting. 
 

- Discuss how positions of 
political leadership are 
acquired in the past and 
present. 
- Identify the ways in which 
citizens interact with their 
local government.    

- Give examples of how 
individuals or groups have 
maintained political power 
in the history of Colorado. 
- Identifies ways in which 
individuals and groups can 
try to change how 
government works; e.g., 
reform in 1900's. 

5.4 Know the history of relationships among different political powers and the development of international 
relations 
- Talk about ways friends 
get along with one 
another. 
- Explain how children 
depend on their parents 
and parents depend on 
their children. 
- Talk about ways to 
resolve conflicts and get 
along with classmates. 
 
 

- Talk about ways to 
resolve conflicts and get 
along with classmates. 
 
 

- Talk about ways to 
resolve conflicts and get 
along with classmates. 

- Recognizes how families 

and 

neighborhoods/communiti

es depend upon and 

benefit each other; e.g., 

police officers, mail 

carriers, fire fighters, 

government workers. 
- Explain the need for 
balance between individual 
rights and mutual 
cooperation for people to 
live and work together in 
communities.  

- Explain the need for 
balance between individual 
rights and mutual 
cooperation for people to 
live and work together in 
communities.  
- Discuss how 
communities work together 
to get required resources 
from one another.   
 

- Give examples of how 
individuals in various 
groups have gained, lost, 
or maintained political 
rights, freedoms, and 
power in the history of 
Colorado and the United 
States. 
- Give examples of how 
states and regions have 
become interdependent 
(e.g., the sharing of 
Colorado River water). 
- Discuss how Colorado's 
expanding role in a world 
economy might affect the 
future of the state (e.g., 
Denver International 
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 Airport and the ease of 
transportation to and from 
other lands). 
- Explores historical 
relationships regarding 
land claims; e.g., Ute 
Reservation, San Luis 
Valley. 

 
 
 
 
Standard 6: Students know that religious and philosophical ideas have been 
powerful forces throughout history 

 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
6.1 Know the historical development of religions and philosophies 
- Identify and discuss 
different family 
celebrations and religious 
traditions. 
- Understand that there are 
different religious beliefs 
and different cultures. 
- Understand families and 
countries have different 
traditions and celebrations. 

- Understand that there are 
different religious beliefs 
and different cultures. 
- Understand families and 
countries have different 
traditions and celebrations. 

- Recognize that families 
have different traditions. 
- Recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance and recognize 
its meaning. 
- Understand families and 
countries have different 
traditions and celebrations. 
- Discuss the religious 
reasons why the early 
settlers came to the United 
States. 

- Discuss the religious 
reasons why the early 
settlers came to the United 
States. 
- Identify community 
traditions based on cultural 
beliefs and values. 
- Discuss how the beliefs 
of people are reflected in 
their community 
celebrations. 

-  Give examples of 
religious beliefs of Native 
Americans in Colorado 
- Identify cultural traditions 
in Colorado.  

6.2 Know how societies have been affected by religions and philosophies 
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- Discuss freedom of 
religion. 
- Identify different 
celebrations in families 
and in our country. 

- Identify different 
celebrations in families 
and in our country. 

- Identify celebrations and 
practices traditional in their 
communities (e.g., harvest 
days, cultural celebrations, 
religious observances, and 
historical celebrations). 
 

- Identify the variety of 
churches and other 
organizations and how 
they interact with the 
community. 
- Discuss how our own 
church and school interact 
with the community around 
us. 

- Identify, consider and 
contrast the various 
religious and philosophical 
beliefs in Colorado and the 
world. 
- Give examples of how 
religions and philosophical 
beliefs have defined 
standards of right and 
wrong, good and evil, and 
justice and injustice. 
- Identifies the conflicts 
which arose when groups 
of people with different 
religious and philosophical 
perspectives met; e.g., 
Native Americans/Spanish, 
Native Americans/settlers, 
ranchers/farmers. 

6.3 Know how various forms of expression reflect religious beliefs and philosophical ideas 
-WWJD – What would 
Jesus do?  How can we 
use that approach in our 
world today? 
 

 - Identify various art forms 
used in celebrations 
(dance, music, parades, 
holiday decorations). 
- Participate in reading 
folktales.  

- Identify ways in which 
cultural beliefs are 
displayed in the 
community. 

- Give examples of forms 
of expression that depict 
the history, daily life, and 
beliefs of various peoples 
in Colorado and the United 
States (tales, ballads, 
dance, architecture) 

 
Standard 7: Students will be able to understand the role (hand) of God in their lives 
and in the history of human experience 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
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7.1 See the hand of God in the history of the human experience and acquire better understanding of God’s loving 
relationship seen in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
- Understand creation and 
God’s hand in all things. 
- Understand how God 
loves us and sent Jesus to 
be our Savior. 

- Understand that the Old 
Testament of the Bible 
talks about creation and 
the flood, and the exodus 
of God’s people to the 
promised land and God’s 
promise to send a Savior. 
- Understand that the New 
Testament starts when 
Jesus was born and tells 
about the life of Jesus and 
his salvation, resurrection, 
and ascension. 

- Understand that the Old 
Testament describes 
historical times and events 
before the birth of Jesus. 
- Understand that the New 
Testament gives a 
historical account of the 
life and death of our Savior 
Jesus Christ. 
- Understand God’s 
creation of our world and 
the fact that God creator of 
what is reality. 

- Discuss historical 
connections with the 
history and timeline of the 
Bible.   
- Identify examples of 
God’s physical impact on 
our world including 
creation, the Flood, etc. 
and how they shaped 
human activity on the 
Earth. 

- Understand that one of 
the many uses of the Bible 
is that of a history book 
dealing with biblical time 
periods. 
- Understand that God 
created our planet and 
everything on it, thus His 
hand has had an impact 
on every part of human 
history. 

7.2 Improve human relations skills including empathy, cooperation, and understanding of others as God 
commands us to do 
- Discuss the need for 
WWJD? (What would 
Jesus do?) in dealing with 
others. 
- Identify playground 
scenarios, family life 
situations where children 
can show Jesus’ love to 
others and tell others 
about Jesus’ amazing 
love. 
- Understand the Ten 
Commandments tell us 
how Jesus wants us to 
live, but that we are all 
sinners and need Jesus’ 
love and forgiveness. 
- Understand that Jesus 
forgives us and wants us 

- Identify playground 
scenarios, family life 
situations where children 
can show Jesus’ love to 
others and tell others 
about Jesus’ amazing 
love. 
- Understand the Ten 
Commandments tell us 
how Jesus wants us to 
live, but that we are all 
sinners and need Jesus’ 
love and forgiveness. 
- Understand that Jesus 
forgives us and wants us 
to forgive others. 
- Recognize families come 
in different sizes and 
compositions, but God 

- Identify ways that we can 
be Christian role models to 
others in our home, 
school, and community. 
- Understand the 
importance of sharing the 
Gospel message with 
those we come in contact 
with. 

- Discuss how we are 
examples in our 
community of God’s love. 
- Identify ways that we can 
share the Gospel and love 
with others. 

- Continually strive to 
improve our human 
relation skills with each 
other and with those we 
interact with in the world 
so that we may act 
according to what God 
asks and expects of us. 
- Through our 4

th
 grade 

studies gain a better 
understanding of human 
relations in the past and 
the impact of God/faith in 
these relations. 
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to forgive others. 
- Recognize families come 
in different sizes and 
compositions, but God 
gave us families to care for 
each other and help each 
other. 

gave us families to care for 
each other and help each 
other. 

 
Geography 

 
Standard 1:  Students know how to use and construct maps, globes, and other 
geographic tools to locate and derive information about people, places, and 
environments 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
1.1 Know how to use maps, globes, and other geographic tools to acquire, process, and report information from 
a spatial perspective 
- Recognize a map and 
globe and understand that 
they represent the real 
places on earth. 
- Identify land and water 
on a globe or map. 
- Learn the terms of North, 
South, East, and West. 
- Begin to identify 
continents and major 
oceans. 

- Begin to identify 
continents and major 
oceans. 
- Begin to be able to use 
symbols on maps or 
globes. 
- Identify north, south, 
east, and west. 

- Begin to identify 
continents and major 
oceans. 
- Identify north, south, 
east, and west. 
- Distinguish the difference 
between a globe and a 
map, and find their location 
on each. 
- Understand how to read, 
interpret and construct 

- Create and use a map of 
their house and 
neighborhood. 
- Use a map grid and key 
to locate places within a 
community. 
- Interpret data from a 
variety of maps. 
- Measure straight-line 
distances using a bar 
scale and estimate 

- Identify the 
characteristics and 
purposes of maps, globes, 
and other geographic 
tools. 
- Read maps and globes 
using longitude and 
latitude, coordinates, and 
degrees to plot absolute 
locations. 
- Identify northern, 
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- Identify north, south, 
east, and west. 

charts and diagrams. 
- Demonstrate knowledge 
on what a compass rose is 
and how to use it. 
- Use and explain map 
keys and legends. 
- Answer questions 
regarding where 
something would be found 
using a map. 
- Begin to use letter and 
number grids. 
- Identify major physical 
features found on maps 
and globes. 
 
 

distances in miles on 
maps. 
- Identify major physical 
features found on maps 
and globes. 
-  Discuss landforms of the 
local community. 
 

southern, eastern, and 
western hemispheres, 
major bodies of water, and 
the seven continents. 
- Identify, locate, and 
define various landforms 
(mountains, valleys, 
peninsulas, etc.) 
- Recognize that borders 
exist between countries, 
states, counties, and cities. 
- Identify geographic 
regions of the U.S. 
- Locate and identifies 
major physical features in 
Colorado; e.g., deserts, 
mountains, plains, and 
rivers. 
- Locate Colorado in 
relationship to the rest of 
the U.S. and the world. 
- Make a map of Colorado 
showing its many 
geographic features. 

1.2 Develop knowledge of Earth to locate people, places, and environments 
- Recognize the shape of 
the USA and various 
states where they were 
born, live, vacation, and 
have relatives. 
- Learn about various 
countries in the world and 
their location form 
Colorado  

- Use maps and globes as 
tools for locating places; 
e.g., where one lives, 
where one was born, etc. 

- Compare world regions 
and countries. 
- Demonstrate a 
knowledge of colonization, 
immigration. 
- Identify the continents 
and oceans. 
- Identify all four oceans 
i.e.: Pacific, Atlantic, 
Indian, Arctic. 
- Locate major mountain 
ranges (Rockies, 

- Begin to understand the 
geography of Colorado 
and North America as it 
relates to the earliest 
Americans and European 
exploration and settlement. 
- Identify major cities found 
in the United States.   
- Identify the continents 
and oceans. 

- Demonstrate knowledge 
of the physical and cultural 
geography of North 
America.   
- Locate and distinguish 
among major cities, 
landforms, and regions of 
the United States. 
-Identify major 
environments and physical 
features in Colorado. 
- Locate Colorado on a 
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Appalachians) and rivers 
in the United States. 

U.S. and world map. 
- Locate various states in 
the United States in 
relation to Colorado.  

1.3 Know how to analyze the dynamic spatial organization of people, places, and environments 
- Locate places within the 
school where various 
classes and activities are 
held. 

- Recognize relative 
location of objects. 

- Identify the reasons why 
people settle in certain 
regions and locations.   
- Demonstrate an 
understanding of location 
both relative and exact, 
including direction and 
distance. 
 

- Identify the reasons why 
people settle in certain 
regions and locations.   
- Understand and explain 
how the availability of 
water affects human 
lifestyles.   
- Understand that latitude 
affects climate in 
relationship to equator and 
the northern and southern 
poles. 
- Demonstrate the use of 
cardinal and intermediate 
directions. 
- Begin to describe 
absolute and relative 
location of places within 
our community, state and 
country.   

- Identify reasons why 
people settled in certain 
locations in Colorado. 
- Describe how the 
exchange of goods and 
services in Colorado 
creates interdependence. 
- Examine and defend 
locational decisions for 
human activity in Colorado 
(state parks, forts) 
- Explain how places are 
connected by the 
movement of goods and 
services and ideas and 
people in Colorado and the 
U.S. 
- Describe relative location 
of places in Colorado. 
- Use concepts of location, 
direction, scale, 
movement, and regions. 

 
 
Standard 2:  Students know the physical and human characteristics of places, and 
use this knowledge to define and study regions and their patterns of change 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 
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Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
2.1 Know the physical and human characteristics of places 
- Describe differences of 
places like farm, country, 
city, desert, rain forest, 
plains, jungle, etc. 
- Identify the difference 
between something God 
has made and what man 
has made from what God 
created. 

- Identify and name 
characteristics of various 
natural or physical places, 
for example, forest, desert, 
mountain, rivers. 
- Identify the difference 
between something God 
has made and what man 
has made from what God 
created. 

- Identify and name 
characteristics of various 
natural or physical places, 
for example, forest, desert, 
mountain, rivers. 
- List the natural 
characteristics of their 
neighborhood including 
landforms, bodies of water, 
vegetation, animal life, 
climate, weather and 
seasonal patterns. 
- Demonstrate an 
understanding of human 
characteristics in the 
environment including 
natural resources, land 
use, housing, roads and 
human adaptations to and 
modifications of their 
environments. 

- Differentiate between 
natural and human 
characteristics of places.   
- Compare and contrast 
particularly large 
geographic areas.   
- Begin to understand how 
human and physical 
processes together shape 
or change places.   
 

-Describe how settlers 
moving into the regions of 
Colorado impacted the 
environment e.g. trappers, 
traders, farmers, and 
miners. 
- Classify the 
characteristics of places in 
Colorado as physical 
(grass, trees, hills) or 
human (buildings, streets, 
etc.). 
- Describe how physical 
and human processes 
together shape places in 
Colorado (erosion from 
mining). 
- Classify specific 
characteristics of a given 
state and identify key 
characteristics.  

2.2 Know how and why people define regions 
- Understand that students 
live in neighborhoods, 
communities, cities, towns, 
farms and ranches. 

- Understand that students 
live in neighborhoods, 
communities, cities, towns, 
farms and ranches.  

- Demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
concept of region. 
- Identify regions that are 
alike and different. 
- Compare and contrast 
differences between urban 
and rural regions. 
- Analyze how human 
activities can change the 
nature of regions such as 
deforestation, building of 

- Understand and discuss 
why some regions are 
populated by many people 
and others by few or none.   
- Understand how human 
activities can change the 
nature of regions.   
- Begin to identify a region 
as an area of the earth’s 
surface with unifying 
geographic characteristics.   

- Understand physical and 
cultural reasons why 
regions vary in population. 
- Define a region as area 
with similar characteristics. 
- Identify the Rocky 
Mountain region as where 
Colorado is located.  
- Compare regions of 
Colorado according to their 
physical and human 
characteristics.  
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dams, irrigation, etc. - Describe patterns of 
regional change in 
Colorado. 

2.3 Know how culture and experience influence people's perceptions of places and regions 
 - Understand that the 

world is made up of many 
cultures.  
- Be exposed to a few 
other customs of different 
cultures. 

- Understand that the 
world is made up of many 
cultures.  
- Be exposed to a few 
other customs of different 
cultures. 

- Identify characteristics of 
the lifestyles of peoples 
who live in particular 
regions.  
- Generalize why people 
like living in places that 
others find inhospitable 
and adjustments that must 
be made to live in each 
place. 

- Describe how different 
groups of people use a 
place or region within 
Colorado; (e.g. trappers, 
traders, farmers, tourists) 
- Explain how culture and 
technology affect 
perceptions. 

 
Standard 3:  Students understand how physical processes shape Earth’s surface 
patterns and systems 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
3.1 Know the physical processes that shape Earth’s surface patterns 
- Observe and describe 
weather and how it affects 
us. 
- Understand the 
importance of the Sun and 
its location 
- Know what shadows are 
and what causes them  

- Understand how the four 
seasons affect weather 
and how people are 
impacted by weather 
changes. 
- Understand that where a 
community is located on 
the earth impacts weather 
people experience. 

- Understand that where a 
community is located on 
the earth impacts weather 
people experience. 

- Understand how physical 
processes within the earth 
affect the earth’s surface 
and climate. 
- Describe the relationship 
between the earth and sun 
- Identify plants and 
animals in the ecosystem. 
- Describe the physical 
environment of our local 
community and the 

- Describe the physical 
environment of Colorado 
and the processes that 
shape it. 
- Understand how physical 
processes affect the 
earth’s surface, climate, 
and people. 



 - 31 - 

physical processes that act 
on it. 

3.2 Know the characteristics and distributions of physical systems of land, air, water, plants, and animals 
- Describe the environment 
where they live. 
 

- Understand the basic 
needs of people, animals, 
and plants to live and that 
habitats and environments 
affect life. 

 - Demonstrate 
understanding of how 
climate influences 
vegetation patterns and 
influences animal and 
human life.   
- Demonstrate 
understanding of the ability 
of plants, animals, and 
humans to adapt to living 
in various and changing 
environment.  
- Describe the environment 
of our local community. 
- Describe and identify 
plants and animals found 
within our community. 

- Describe ecosystems 
and climates in regions of 
Colorado. 
- Demonstrate 
understanding of the ability 
of plants, animals, and 
humans to adapt to living 
in various and changing 
environments in the past 
and present. 
- Describe the environment 
where students live and 
areas they have visited, 
heard about, or studied. 

 
 
 
 
 
Standard 4:  Students understand how economic, political, cultural, and social 
processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, 
cooperation, and conflict 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 



 - 32 - 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
4.1 Know the characteristics, location, distribution, and migration of human populations 
- Compare cities and 
countries with large and 
small populations. 
- Understand 
neighborhoods and 
communities and their 
place in their city, state, 
nation, and the world. 
 

- Understand 
neighborhoods and 
communities and their 
place in their city, state, 
nation, and the world. 
- Understand that our 
country has a past and 
that Native Americans 
were the first inhabitants. 
- Understand explorers 
came to the new world. 
- Understand pilgrims 
followed. 
- Understand our country 
is made up of many people 
from other lands. 

- Understand that our 
country has a past and 
that Native Americans 
were the first inhabitants. 
- Understand pilgrims 
followed. 
- Understand our country 
is made up of many people 
from other lands. 

- Discuss and locate the 
countries of origin of their 
ancestors.  
- Identify and locate cities 
with large populations in 
this country. 
- Identify and locate 
countries with large 
populations.   
- Discuss reasons why 
people live where they do. 
- Discuss the reasons for 
exploration by European 
explorers, and the impact 
the exploration had. 

- Investigate the groups 
that came into Colorado, 
their reasons for coming, 
and their impact on the 
state. 
- Examine characteristics 
of and reasons for 
population distribution in 
Colorado. 

4.2 Know the nature and spatial distribution* of cultural patterns 
 - Understand different 

cultures have different 
customs. 

- Identify elements of 
culture such as food, 
dress, music, arts, 
traditions, etc. 
 

- Describe how cultures 
change over time. 
- Compare and contrast 
how cultures differ in their 
use of environments and 
resources.   
- Discuss the elements of 
a culture that are shaped 
by the geography and 
resources of the region.  
 

- Recognize how patterns 
of culture vary across 
Colorado. 
- Identify how the elements 
of culture affect the ways 
in which people live in 
Colorado. 
- Describe how cultures 
and landscapes change 
over time. 

4.3 Know the patterns and networks of economic interdependence 
- Identify various jobs the 
parents have to provide 
basic needs of the family. 
- Identifies types of jobs 
needed in the community 

- Identifies types of jobs 
needed in the community 
and how people help one 
another. 
- Explore the differences 

 - Explore the differences 
between wants and needs. 
- Identify places where 
their families acquire basic 
goods and services. 

- Describe economic 
networks used in daily life 
such as transportation and 
banking. 
- Identify major economic 

- Identify the location and 
distribution of major 
economic activities in 
Colorado. 
- Describe economic 
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and how people help one 
another. 
- Explore the differences 
between wants and needs. 

between wants and needs. activities in the countries 
they have studied.   
- Begin to identify the 
location of economic 
activities to show where 
food, clothes, and other 
items came from. 
 

networks (communication, 
transportation) and their 
interdependence in 
Colorado. 
- identify major economic 
activities in Colorado, 
other states, and in other 
countries. 
- Discuss how Colorado’s 
expanding role in the world 
economy might affect the 
future of the state (ex. 
Denver International 
Airport and the ease of 
transportation to and from 
other lands). 

4.4 Know the processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement 
- Understand how the 
pilgrims formed their own 
settlement compared to 
how children now are born 
into already formed 
settlements. 
- Identify locations of 
places within a school and 
their function. 

- Identify locations of 
places within a school and 
their function. 

- List and discuss 
similarities and differences 
of rural, urban and 
suburban living.  

- Discuss differences 
between rural and urban 
human settlements.  
- Demonstrate 
understanding of spatial 
characteristics of parts of 
the city. 
- Explain the reasons for 
the location of certain 
cities in relation to the 
resources available in the 
area.   
 

- Explain why groups 
moving to Colorado 
established different types 
of settlements from early 
periods to present day and 
used the land in different 
ways. 
- Identify the factors that 
affect why and where 
people settle in Colorado 
and why these settlements 
persist or decline. (boom 
towns to ghost towns). 

4.5 Know how cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface 
- Identify ways people help 
you and ways you help 
others. 
- Identify boundaries that 
affect the student and his 

- Understand how conflict 
in the classroom creates 
an unsafe, unhappy 
environment. 
- Understand how 

- Understand how 
important seeing each 
other's viewpoint is in 
making decisions of how to 
get along with others. 

- Understand that today’s 
residents of the United 
States are considered a 
newer population of 
people. 

-  Explain how conflict and 
cooperation affected 
Colorado (ex. Urban vs. 
Rural, Native American vs. 
Pioneer, farmers vs. 
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family, friends, and 
classmates. 
- Understand how conflict 
in the classroom creates 
an unsafe, unhappy 
environment. 
- Understand we all need 
God’s grace and need to 
share God’s love in what 
we do and say to others. 
 

important seeing each 
other's viewpoint is in 
making decisions of how to 
get along with others. 
- Understand we all need 
God’s grace and need to 
share God’s love in what 
we do and say to others. 
 

 - Understand the meaning 
of country boundaries and 
why they are created.   
- Understand that human 
conflicts are based on 
competition for land and its 
resources and give 
examples. 
- Describe how and why 
people create boundaries. 

ranchers)  
- Describe how and why 
people create boundaries. 
- Understand the 
configuration of a town/city  
within a county, state, 
country, a continent, and 
the Earth. 

 
Standard 5:  Students understand the effects of interactions between human and 
physical systems and the changes in meaning, use, distribution, and importance of 
resources 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
5.1 Know how human actions modify the physical environment 
- Understand the need to 
take care of God’s earth. 
- Begins to explore how 
human actions affect the 
earth; e.g., cleaning the 
playground. 
- Understand why it is 
important to keep the 
classroom clean. 
 
 

- Understand why it is 
important to keep the 
classroom clean. 
- Understand that God 
created the world and 
provides natural resources 
and wants us to care for 
them. 

- Demonstrate 
understanding why some 
regions are populated by 
many people, and others 
by few, or none. 
 Identify how human 
actions affect the physical 
environment of your 
neighborhood. 

- Demonstrate an 
understanding of why 
some regions are 
populated and others are 
not. 
- Understand how human 
activities can change the 
nature of regions.  
- Understand how human 
activities impact the lives 
of people and animals.` 
- Begin to understand how 
technology impacts our 

- Understand how human 
activities (building of dams, 
irrigation, and 
deforestation) can change 
the nature of regions. 
- Explain how people 
depend upon, utilize, and 
affect the natural 
environment. 
- Explain how population 
growth effects the physical 
environment in Colorado. 
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natural resources. 

5.2 Know how physical systems affect human systems 
- Learn about recycling. 
- Understand that we are 
living in God’s creation and 
are impacted by it. 

- Understand that we are 
living in God’s creation and 
are impacted by it. 

 - Discuss the cause and 
effect of natural disasters 
on the natural environment 
and human communities. 
- Explain why and how 
people have adapted to 
the natural environment.   
 

- Investigate how the 
physical environment 
provides opportunities and 
sets limits for humans. 
- Understand that climate 
changes over time bring 
changes in human 
habitation and activities. 

5.3 Know the changes that occur in the meaning, use, location, distribution, and importance of resources 
 - Understand what a 

natural resource is and 
how they are used. 
- Understand God created 
the natural resources. 

- Understand what a 
natural resource is and 
how they are used. 
- Demonstrate knowledge 
that existing resources are 
not unlimited, and will not 
last forever. 
- Begin to understand how 
resources need to be 
conserved for future use. 
- Describe some natural 
resources. 
 

-- Understand what kids of 
resources are needed for 
daily life. 
- Understand the 
difference between 
renewable and non-
renewable resources.  
- Discuss that existing 
resources are not 
unlimited and will not last 
forever.   
- Understand the need for 
careful management of 
resources.   
- Identify way that 
technology can help us 
conserve resources. 
- Identify resources within 
our community. 

- Describe how resources 
found in Colorado; e.g. 
gold or silver; influenced 
settlements in the state; 
e.g. mining, agriculture, 
and skiing. 
- Describe the 
characteristics and uses of 
renewable and 
nonrenewable in Colorado. 
- Understand that as some 
resources are depleted, 
people develop 
technologies to use 
different resources. 
- Identify the location of 
resources within Colorado 
and the United States. 

 
Standard 6:  Students apply knowledge of people, places, and environments to 
understand the past and present and to plan for the future 
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* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
6.1 Know how to apply geography to understand the past 
- Understand that our 
country has changed since 
it was discovered and that 
we can expect changes in 
the future. 
 

- Understand that our 
country has changed since 
it was discovered and that 
we can expect changes in 
the future. 
 

- Understand that our 
country has changed since 
it was discovered and that 
we can expect changes in 
the future. 
- Understand that 
changing environments 
have influenced and are 
influencing people and 
events in the past and 
present. 
 

- Use maps to describe the 
human and environmental 
factors that have marked 
the history of various 
regions.   
- Describe how places and 
environments have 
influences people and 
events over time. 

- Describe how Colorado 
changed over time. 
- Describe how the 
geography of Colorado 
influenced its people and 
events (settlements, use of 
resources, economic 
growth, tourism) 
- Understand that climates 
change over time. 

6.2 Know how to apply geography to understand the present and plan for the future 
- Understand that wise 
choices now will affect the 
future. 

- Understand that 
geography influenced what 
types of houses Native 
Americans used in the 
past. 
- Understand current 
events are affected by 
geographical 
considerations. 

- Explain how human 
induced factors can 
change the environment 
such as development vs. 
conservation. 

- Use maps to describe the 
human and environmental 
factors that have marked 
the history of various 
regions.   
- Describe how places and 
environments have 
influences people and 
events over time. 

- Identify personal 
behaviors that can affect 
state planning. 
- Predict how growth and 
human activities impact 
the natural environment in 
Colorado. 

 

Economics 
 
Standard 1:  Students understand that because of the condition of scarcity, 
decisions must be made about the use of resources 
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* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
1.1 Know that economic choices are made because resources are scarce and that the act of making economic 
choices imposes opportunity costs 
- Learn the difference 
between wants and needs. 

- Students discuss how to 
allocate money between 
choices. 

- Students discuss how to 
allocate money between 
choices. 
- Identify some choices 
that show how scarcity 
governs economic 
decisions. 
- Understand the 
differences between basic 
human needs and wants. 
- Give examples of 
production, distribution, 
and consumption. 
- Understand the 
relationship between work 
and income and saving 
and spending. 

- Explain and show how 
economic choices affect 
our everyday lives. 
- Identify goods, services, 
and products. 
- Discuss wants verse 
needs.  
 

- Give examples of 
economic incentives and 
how they influence the use 
of resources. 
- Develop a budget for a 
specified amount of 
money. 
- Explain what happens 
when there are limited 
resources and unlimited 
wants and needs. 

1.2 Understand that economic incentives influence the use of scarce human, capital, and natural resources 
- Identify different 
businesses or services 
that meet the wants and 
needs of people. 

- Learn that time and 
money are limited. 

 - Discuss natural 
resources, capital 
resources, and human 
resources and how our 
decisions affect them.   
- Discuss how saving and 
financial planning are 
economic incentives. 
 

- Evaluate the relationship 
of Colorado’s natural 
resources and their 
influence on Colorado’s 
economy. 
- Give examples of 
different economic 
incentives (e.g. people 
who save money in a bank 
are paid interest, 
successful businesses 
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make a profit and this 
effects stock price.). 

1.3 Understand that resources can be used in many ways and understand the costs of alternative uses 
- Families will make 
choices depending on their 
wants and needs. 

- Understand that if they 
spend money now on 
resources they will not 
have that money to spend 
in the future. 

- Compare and contrast 
the economic choices 
people make in everyday 
life. 

- Explain how our 
economic decisions affect 
our natural resources.   
- Explain nonrenewable 
and renewable resources 
and the importance of 
conservation and 
preservation of natural 
resources. 
- Discuss how the lack of 
certain resources causes 
us to search for alternative 
resources.   

- Explain how the use of 
specific resources will 
influence the availability of 
other resources in the 
future. 
- Identify natural resources 
that are found in different 
regions of the United 
States and how these 
resources impact and 
influence the economy of 
different regions. 
- Describe how 
consequences of 
economic choices affect 
the future. 
- Distinguish between 
renewable and 
nonrenewable resources in 
Colorado and the United 
States. 

 
 
 
 
Standard 2:  Students understand how different economic systems impact decisions 
about the use of resources and the production and distribution of goods and 
services 
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* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
2.1 Understand that different economic systems employ different means to produce, distribute, and exchange 
goods and services 
 - Learn that early pioneers 

and Native Americans -
exchanged goods and 
services (rather than going 
to stores and procure 
items as we do today). 
- Identify different modes 
of transportation and 
explain how each is used 
in the economy. 

- Understand and describe 
the exchange of goods 
and services. 
- Give examples of supply 
and demand. 
- Demonstrate an 
understanding of mass 
production and 
specialization. 

- Understand the 
exchange of goods and 
services throughout U.S. 
History. 
- Discuss supply and 
demand and how they 
affect the pricing of 
products.   
- Discuss the impact of 
mass production and 
specialization.  

-Understand what an 
economy is and how it 
impacts our society and 
daily life. 
- Identify the different 
economic systems 
(command, market, and 
traditional). 

2.2 Understand the fundamental characteristics of the United States economic system 
- Discuss how families 
make choices in how they 
spend their money. 
- Understand that their 
parents have jobs to make 
$$ and that they spend $$ 
to obtain goods and 
services.  
 

- Understand that their 
parents have jobs to make 
$$ and that they spend $$ 
to obtain goods and 
services.  
- Identify the difference 
between goods and 
services and name 
examples of each. 
 

- Understand that their 
parents have jobs to make 
$$ and that they spend $$ 
to obtain goods and 
services.  
- Identify the difference 
between goods and 
services and name 
examples of each. 
- Understand by giving 
examples of free 
enterprise. 
- Show understanding of 
entrepreneurship by 
creating their own 
business plan. 

- Gain an understanding of 
our free enterprise system. 
- Discuss how 
transportation and 
communication affect 
commerce.   
- Discuss entrepreneurship 
and small businesses 
affect the economy.  
 

- Understand and Identify 
the type of economy we 
have in the United States. 
- Describe how the price of 
goods and services in our 
United States economic 
system is related to how 
much of a product or 
resource there is, and how 
much it costs to get to the 
market. 
- Understand the role of 
the stock market in our 
economic system.   

2.3 Understand that government actions and policies, including taxes, spending, and regulations influence the 
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operation of economies 
- Identify examples of 
private and public goods 
and services (police 
department, grocery store, 
etc.). 
 

- Give examples of public 
good provided by national, 
state and local 
government. 

- Understand that the 
government requires tax 
revenue to operate.  

- Gain an understanding of 
our free enterprise system. 
- Discuss how 
transportation and 
communication affect 
commerce.   
- Discuss entrepreneurship 
and small businesses 
affect the economy.  
 

- Give examples of major 
economic activities of 
regions of the United 
States with a focus on 
Colorado and the effect on 
the price if a state levied a 
tariff or tax on a product or 
service from other states.  
- Describe how goods and 
services are provided by 
the government. 

 
 
 
Standard 3:  Students understand the results of trade, exchange, and 
interdependence among individuals, households, businesses, governments, and 
societies 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
3.1 Understand that the exchange of goods and services creates economic interdependence and change 
- Discuss goods and 
services used by 
consumers around the 
world. 
 

- Understand that people 
have different jobs and 
make important 
contributions to society 
- Understand that children 
in different countries have 
some of the same jobs as 
we do in our country 
- Understand that not all 

- Demonstrate an 
understanding of imports, 
exports and trade. 
 

- Discuss importation, 
exportation, and 
international trade. 
- Discuss how competition 
affects internal and 
international trade. 

- Describe how the 
exchange of goods and 
services around the state 
(and world) creates 
interdependence among 
people in different places  
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students have the same 
economic benefits as they 
do and that we can share 
Jesus’ love with these 
students through our 
service projects. 

3.2 Understand how a country's monetary system facilitates the exchange of resources 
 - Understand that the 

exchange of $$ for goods 
and services is the basis of 
our economy. 
- Understand that we all 
have jobs, some are 
volunteer, some are paid. 
- Understand that some 
jobs are service jobs and 
some jobs are for making 
goods. 
 

- Explain the need for food, 
clothing and shelter and 
how a monetary system 
helps meet those needs 
through money earned for 
work. 
- Understand that some 
jobs are service jobs and 
some jobs are for making 
goods. 
 

 - Understand the 
transformation of 
exchange systems for 
goods and services and 
how they have changed 
over time.  
- Describe economic 
reasons why people move 
to and from a location. 
- Explore how the 
economy of Colorado has 
depended on natural 
resources. 

 
Civics 

 
Standard 1:  Students understand the purposes of government, and the basic 
constitutional principles of the United States republican form of government 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
1.1 Know and understand what government is and what purpose it serves 
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- Identify leaders in our 
school, city, state, and 
country. 
- Identify and discuss the 
need for rules at 
home/school. 
- Understand how rules 
and laws help people get 
along and how these relate 
to the Ten 
Commandments. 
 

- Identify and discuss the 
need for rules at 
home/school. 
- Understand how rules 
and laws help people get 
along and how these relate 
to the Ten 
Commandments. 
 

-  Understand the structure 
of the government 
including the purpose of 
rules and laws, roles and 
responsibilities of authority 
figures and public officials, 
and levels of government. 
-  Identify state and 
national identities such as 
flags, symbols, anthems, 
pledges, customs, and 
celebrations of our 
country. 

- Describe the purposes of 
school rules and 
community laws.   
- Discuss the 
consequences of a 
government without rules 
and laws.  
- Understand how our laws 
and the ten 
commandments relate. 

- Define “democracy” and 
“republican government” 
and explain the purpose of 
the Colorado Constitution 
and how statehood was 
granted. 
- Identify local, state, and 
national symbols w/ a 
focus on state symbols 
(flags, songs, seals, 
pledges, etc.). 
- Be able to identify the 
specific symbols for a 
given state.  

1.2 Know the essential characteristics of limited and unlimited government 
- Identify state and national 
symbols. 
 

- Identify state and national 
symbols. 
- Describe the purposes of 
government. 
 

- Understand the main 
purposes of government.  

- Discuss how our system 
has checks and balances 
to maintain the balance of 
power.   
 

- Explain four limits on 
government and check 
and balances on the 
branches of government 
w/ a focus on Colorado 
government and its built in 
limits (ex. Search warrants 
required, fair trials, 
discriminating against 
people because of 
religious or political 
beliefs). 

1.3 Understand the principles of the United States constitutional government 
- Discuss the freedoms 
that we have in the USA. 
- Identify our freedom to 
worship, pray, and chose 
leaders through voting 

- Identify our freedom to 
worship, pray, and chose 
leaders through voting. 

- Identify our freedom to 
worship, pray, and chose 
leaders through voting. 

- Identify the basic rights 
expressed in our national 
documents.   

- Identify our freedom to 
worship, pray, and chose 
leaders through voting  
- Identify the basic rights 
expressed in our national 
documents.   

1.4 Know the distinctive characteristics of the political culture of the United States 
- Identify great leaders of - Understand that our - Study and identify - Identify early American - Analyze some great 
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the past like George 
Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, Martin Luther  
King Jr. 
- Understand that our 
country is made up of 50 
states. 
- Understand students are 
responsible for self and to 
respect the property of 
others. 

country is made up of 50 
states. 
- Understand that we had 
important leaders in our 
nation’s history that made 
important changes, many 
of these were Christian. 
- Understand students are 
responsible for self and to 
respect the property of 
others. 

various historical figures 
and ordinary people in 
history. 

leaders that have shaped 
our political culture. 
- Identify European settlers 
that shaped early 
American culture.  
 

American reformers, 
documents, mottos, and 
symbols in American and 
Colorado political culture. 
- Analyze the role of these 
American reformers, 
documents, etc. in the role 
of the Civil Rights 
Movement in relation to 
African American History. 

1.5 Know the fundamental democratic principles inherent in the United States concept of a constitutional 
democratic republic 
 - Understand what it 

means to vote and that 
people elect leaders of our 
local, state, and national 
governments. 
- Understand we elect 
people to represent us and 
these people make laws 
for people to follow. 

- Demonstrate an 
understanding of freedoms 
including individual, 
economic, and political, 
rights including free 
speech, voting, freedom of 
religion, and 
responsibilities including 
participating, voting, and 
keeping informed; which 
are all a part of being a 
U.S. citizen. 

- Identify the freedoms and 
individual rights given to 
citizens including free 
speech, voting, and 
participation in 
government.    

- Identify traditional ideas 
and principals of 
representative government 
and if and how they are 
seen in our state 
government.  (e.g. 
individual rights, common 
or public good, voting, 
people are sovereign, 
government power is 
limited, etc.). 

 
Standard 2:  Students know the structure and function of local, state, and national 
government and how citizen involvement shapes public policy 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
2.1 Know the organization and functions of local, state, and national governments 
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- Explain why rules are 
necessary in classroom. 
-Identify community 
helpers and what services 
these people provide. 

 -Identify community 
helpers and what services 
these people provide. 
 

- Explain the different 
functions of government 
such as making and 
removing laws, enforcing 
laws and financing of 
services. 
- Discuss the purposes of 
taxes and how they are 
used by the government.   
- Identify the services 
governments provide. 
 

- Discuss taxes and 
examples of the types of 
taxes.   
- Discuss the purposes of 
taxes and how they are 
used by the government.   
- Identify the services 
governments provide. 
- Explain the relationship 
between the states and the 
federal government. 

- Identify what 
governments do, what 
services they provide, and 
how they are funded. 
- Understand how the 
Colorado Constitution has 
set up and organized the 
state government, and 
how it delegates power 
and establishes functions 
for all branches. 

2.2 Know how power, authority, and responsibility are distributed, shared, and limited through federalism as 
established by the United States Constitution 
- Identify and name people 
who have authority over 
them in the school, like 
teachers, administrators, 
secretary and other adults 
in charge. 
- Identify people or groups 
who apply and enforce 
rules and laws as 
government (for example, 
police, principals). 

- Identify people or groups 
who apply and enforce 
rules and laws as 
government (for example, 
police, judges, legislatures, 
mayors, principals). 

- Introduction to the 
different levels of 
government and their roles 
(local, state, national). 
- Learn the divisions of 
government and their 
basic responsibilities.- 
Identify the different 
branches of government. 

- Identify different kinds of 
decisions made in a school 
and local community.   
- Learn the divisions of 
government and their 
basic responsibilities. 

- Identify limits of authority 
established by our state 
constitution. 
- Explain how the types of 
law (juvenile, criminal, 
civil) promote the common 
good and protect individual 
rights.  

2.3 Know and understand the place of law in the Colorado and United States constitutional systems 
- Identify people and 
groups of people who 
apply rules (e.g., police, 
judges, legislators, 
Governor, current United 
States President).  
- Discuss what makes a 
good rule. 
 

- Identify the difference 
between rules and laws. 

- Demonstrate knowledge 
of the purposes of 
government including the 
promotion and working 
toward the common good 
and their role as a citizen. 
 

- Identify people and 
groups who apply and 
enforce rules and laws. 
- Recognizing the need for 
rules.  
- Identifying what makes a 
good rule. 

- Predict what might 
happen in a school, city, or 
even a state if no rules and 
laws were enforced and 
how the school, city, or 
state might restore order. 

2.4 Know how public policy is developed at the local, state, and national levels 
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 - Identify why class rules 
are important and relate 
these to community laws. 

 - Identify how citizens can 
monitor and effect the 
decisions of their 
government. 
- Describe how we create 
good laws including 
discussing, debating, and 
voting on what is fair, 
reasonable and 
enforceable. 

- Describe how the criteria 
for the good laws are 
developed (e.g. 
discussing, debating, and 
voting.) 
- Identify key figures that 
influenced (or influence 
now) key decisions of 
Colorado and local 
government decisions. 

 
 
Standard 3: Students know the political relationship of the United States and its 
citizens to other nations and to world affairs 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
3.1 Know how and why governments and nongovernmental agencies around the world interact politically 
- Understand that the US 
is a country of 50 states. 
- Understand that there are 
many other countries in 
the world. 
 

- Understand that the US 
is a country of 50 states. 
- Understand that there are 
many other countries in 
the world. 
 

 - Discuss how the United 
States gets involved in 
commerce with other 
countries and how they 
interact and maintain their 
relationship. 

- Explain current events 
throughout the school year 
involving Colorado and the 
world.  

3.2 Understand how the United States government develops foreign policy 
-  - Understand that it is 

important for us to pray for 
our leaders. 

 - Discuss all the different 
ways that the United 
States interacts with other 
countries including trade, 
culture, etc. 

- Identify examples of how 
the United States interacts 
with other countries and 
how this affects Colorado 
past and present. 

3.3 Understand the domestic and foreign policy influence the United States has on other nations and how the 
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actions of other nations influence politics and society of the United States 
  - Understand how decision 

made by our leaders can 
impact other nations. 

- Discuss how the actions 
of other countries affect 
the decisions of our 
country’s leaders.   
- Identify a few examples 
of a decision made by 
another country that 
influenced the United 
States. 

- Describe a major treaty in 
the United States, Mexico, 
and Canada and how it 
affects our state. 

 
Standard 4: Students understand how citizens exercise the roles, rights and 
responsibilities of participation in civic life at all levels - local, state and national 
 
* As students in grades K-4 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade 
4.1 Know what citizenship is 
- Explain what citizenship 
is and what responsibilities 
go along with it. 
- Understand chapel 
offerings and projects 
benefit people in need in 
our country and frequently 
in other countries. 
 

- Understand voting is 
important. 
- Understand following 
class rules and protecting 
God’s natural resources is 
part of good citizenship. 

-  Demonstrate an 
understanding of good 
citizenship and how it 
manifests itself in our lives 
and our country. 
- Understand voting is 
important. 
- Explain how students are 
citizens of their school, 
community, state and a 
heavenly community. 
- Discuss citizen traits 
including care, respect, 
responsibility, fairness and 
honesty.   

- Identify the criteria for 
becoming a United States 
citizenship.   
- Explain how students are 
citizens of their school, 
community, state and a 
heavenly community. 
- Discuss citizen traits 
including care, respect, 
responsibility, fairness and 
honesty.   

 - Collect and explain a 
display of symbols of 
citizenship – birth 
certificate, visa, social 
security card, and 
passport. 
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4.2 Know how citizens can fulfill their responsibilities for preserving the constitutional republic 
 - Understand the 

importance of fulfilling 
responsibilities to self, 
family, and community. 

 - Give examples of civic 
responsibilities including 
being involved and 
informed.   
 

- Give examples of civic 
responsibilities that are 
important to self, family, 
community, and state. 
- Identify official sites 
where the Colorado flag 
flies and the state seal is 
displayed and reasons 
citizens honor these sites. 

4.3 Know how citizens can exercise their rights 
 - Understand the 

importance and 
opportunity of voting. 
- Discuss freedom of 
speech and freedom of 
religion.  

- Explain what it means to 
treat all people equally. 

- Identify important 
individual, civil, economic, 
and political rights 
including freedom of 
religion, freedom of 
speech, and the right to 
own property.   

- Explain the rights 
expressed in the 
Declaration of 
Independence. 
- Understand the 
importance of voting.  

4.4 Know how citizens can participate in civic life 
- Identify and exemplify 
important characteristics of 
a good citizen in the 
school (obey rules, helps 
others) and how school 
leaders are selected 
(student council). 
 

- Give examples of how to 
solve problems and how to 
make decisions. 

- Give examples of how to 
solve problems and how to 
make decisions. 

- Identify ways that 
students can be involved 
in their school and local 
community 
 

- Explain actions citizens 
can take to influence 
public policy (voting, 
petitions, etc.).  
- Write a paragraph to 
political figure or 
government agency 
addressing an issue 
important to the student. 

 

Social Studies Curriculum Framework 
(Grades 5 – 8) 
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History 
 
Standard 1:  Students understand the chronological organization of history and 
know how to organize events and people into major eras to identify and explain 
historical relationships. 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
1.1 Know the general chronological order of events and people in history 
- Place in chronological order 
major people and events of pre- 
European America, the 
exploration of America, and 
settling of America. 
- Know the chronological order of 
the events in pre-revolution and 
post revolution era of United 
States. 
- Know the chronological order of 
events leading to the Civil War 
and times after the Civil War. 

- Describe significant ancient 
people, places, and events in 
chronological content. 

- Describe significant people, 
places, and events in regions of 
the world, in chronological 
content. 

- Describe significant people, 
places, and events in U.S. history, 
in chronological content. 

1.2 Use chronology to organize historical events and people 
 - Construct timelines to show 

simultaneous historical events in 
regions of the worlds. 

 - Demonstrate a chronological 
understanding of historical events 
in U.S. history. 

1.3 Use chronology to examine and explain historical relationships 
- Explain the cause and 
relationships between events and 
people in Colonial U.S. history in 
regards to important social, 

- Determine cause and effect 
relationships by interpreting 
historical events. 
- Explain themes and patterns in 

 - Determine cause and effect 
relationships by interpreting 
historical events in the U.S.  
- Explain themes and patterns in 
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economic and political 
developments. 

related events in ancient 
civilizations over time. 

related events over time in U.S. 
history. 

 
Standard 2:  Students know how to use the processes and resources of historical 
inquiry 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
2.1 Know how to formulate questions and hypotheses regarding what happened in the past and to obtain and 
analyze historical data to answer questions and test hypotheses 
 - Pose and answer questions 

about ancient civilizations. 
- Gather historical data from 
various sources (oral history, 
fiction, non-fiction, interview, 
diaries, newspapers, maps, text, 
photographs, and artwork). 
- Use available technology to 
obtain historical information. 

- Pose and answer questions 
about regions of the world. 
- Gather historical data from 
various sources (oral history, 
fiction, non-fiction, interview, 
diaries, newspapers, maps, text, 
photographs, and artwork). 
- Use available technology to 
obtain historical information. 

- Pose and answer questions 
about U.S. history. 
- Gather historical data from 
various sources (oral history, 
fiction, non-fiction, interview, 
diaries, newspapers, maps, text, 
photographs, and artwork). 
- Use available technology to 
obtain historical information. 

2.2 Know how to interpret and evaluate primary and secondary sources of historical information 
 - Describe sources of historical 

information. 
- Identify the main idea in source 
of historical information. 
- Identify ways different ancient 
cultures record their histories. 
- Distinguish between primary and 
secondary sources. 
- Examine data from point of view, 
historical context, bias, distortion, 
or propaganda. 

  

2.3 Apply knowledge of the past to analyze present-day issues and events from multiple, historically objective 
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perspectives 
 - Examine and consider different 

issues of the past and today for 
any similarities. 

- Examine current concepts, 
issues, events, and themes from 
multiple historical perspectives in 
regions of the world.  

- Examine current concepts, 
issues, events, and themes from 
multiple historical perspectives in 
U.S. history. 

 
Standard 3: Students understand that societies are diverse and have changed over 
time 

 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
3.1 Know how various societies were affected by contacts and exchanges among diverse peoples 
- Describe how the interactions of 
any two cultural groups in a pre-
colonial and post colonial region 
resulted in change for one or both 
of the groups. 
- Discuss the impact of that 
change on each group. 
- Identify the contributions of the 
various people and cultures that 
united the United States and 
created their desire for economic, 
religious, political, and social 
freedom. 

- Explain the history and 
contributions of the earliest 
civilizations and how they spread 
and interacted. 

- Describe the history, 
interactions, and contributions of 
various groups of people who 
make up the major culture regions 
of the world. 

- Describe the common traits and 
characteristics that unite the U.S. 
as a nation and a society. 
- Describe the history, 
interactions, and contributions of 
the various peoples and culture 
that have lived in, migrated, or 
were brought to the Western 
Hemisphere. 

3.2 Understand the history of social organization in various societies 
- Investigate and describes how 
various groups are socially and 
politically organized in early 
American History. 
- Compare how roles have 
differed throughout history based 

- Describe how social roles and 
the characteristics of social 
organization have changed. 

- Describe important components 
of cultural heritage of world 
regions. 
- Recognize there are family 
structures and other cultures 
around the world. 

- Describe important components 
of cultural heritage in the U.S. 
- Describe how social roles and 
the characteristics of social 
organizations have both changed 
and endured in the U.S.. 
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on various factors; e.g., gender, 
age, cultural. 

- Describe and give examples of 
basic elements of culture and 
social organization. 

 
Standard 4: Students understand how science, technology, and economic activity 
have developed, changed, and affected societies throughout history 

 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
4.1 Understand the impact of scientific and technological developments on individuals and societies 
 - Describe the impact of 

technology on growth and change 
of civilizations. 

 - Describe the impact of 
technology on growth and change 
of the U.S.. 

4.2 Understand how economic factors have influenced historical events 
- Explain how economic factors 
influenced exploration of North 
America and the development of 
the U.S.; e.g., land, natural 
resources. 
- Investigate the economic 
concepts of supply and demand to 
help explain exploration of North 
America. 
 - Explore the development of pre-
colonial, colonial, and post 
colonial U.S.; e.g., spices, food 
supplies, industrialization, slave 
trade, triangular trade route. 
- Identify the role of scarcity, 
distribution of goods and services, 
producers and consumers in the 
development of pre-colonial, 

- Explain how economic factors 
have influenced societies. 
- Explain how natural resources 
influenced economic development 
in civilizations. 
 

- Explain how economic factors 
have influenced societies around 
the world. 
- Explain how natural resources 
influenced economic development 
in the world. 
 

- Explain how economic factors 
have influenced economic 
development in the U.S. 
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colonial, and post colonial U.S. 

4.3 Understand the historical development and know the characteristics of various economic systems 
 - Describe economic terms and 

the general characteristics of 
systems (scarcity, import, export, 
distribution, production, 
consumption). 
- Describe historical events and 
individuals in the economic 
development of civilization. 

- Describe economic terms and 
the general characteristics of 
systems (scarcity, import, export, 
distribution, production, 
consumption). 
- Describe historical events and 
individuals in the economic 
development of world regions. 

- Describe economic terms and 
the general characteristics of 
systems (scarcity, import, export, 
distribution, production, 
consumption). 
- Describe historical events and 
individuals in the economic 
development of the U.S.. 

 
 
Standard 5: Students understand political institutions and theories that have 
developed and changed over time 

 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
5.1 Understand how democratic ideas and institutions in the United States have developed, changed, and/or 
been maintained 
- Explain the historical 
development of democratic 
principles that led colonists to 
break away from England and 
establish the United States. 
- Investigate how the Constitution 
is a living document. 
- Provide examples of rights and 
responsibilities of U.S. Citizens. 
-Identify significant characteristics 
of an effective citizen. 
- Evaluate personal 
responsibilities of individuals and 

- Explain the historical 
development of democracies in 
civilizations. 
- Explain ways of being an 
effective citizen. 

 - Describe the basic ideas set 
forth in the Declaration of 
Independence, Articles of 
Confederation, the Constitution, 
the Bill of Rights, amendments, 
and challenges in creating these 
documents. 
- Give examples of extensions 
and restrictions of political and 
civil rights in U.S. history. 
- Explain ways of being an 
effective citizen. 
- Discuss individual rights of U.S. 
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society; e.g., accepting 
consequences for actions. 
- Identify contemporary issues that 
involve personal and civic 
responsibilities. 

Citizens. 
- Explain and describe a 
Democracy. 
- Explain ways of being an 
effective citizen. 

5.2 Know how various systems of government have developed and functioned throughout history 
- Explain the historical foundation 
of the U.S. Constitution; e.g., 
colonial experience, importance of 
formulation of Constitution and 
balance of power. 

- Describe the basic forms of 
government and give examples of 
societies and have practiced them 
(theocracy, autocracy, 
democracy). 

- Describe the basic forms of 
government and give examples of 
societies and have practiced them 
(clan, tribalism, dynasties, 
democracy, communism). 

- Compare and contrast the 
governments of the newly formed 
U.S. with concurrent European 
powers. 

5.3 Know how political power has been acquired, maintained, used, and/or lost throughout history 
-Identify and give examples of 
how political rights were affected 
by different religions, genders, 
property ownership and legal 
status. 
- Identify the major political and 
economic issues that arose 
between colonial U.S. and Great 
Britain, which led to the American  
Revolution 

- Explain how civilization 
maintained, used, and lost power. 
- Describe how nations have 
pursued, established, and 
maintained their form of 
government. 

 - Describe how involuntary 
servitude was used to maintain 
and expand political power in U.S. 
history. 

5.4 Know the history of relationships among different political powers and the development of international 
relations 
- Describe the economic and 
political relationships of Colonial 
America with European nations 
and Great Britain. 
- Describe how relationships 
between the U.S. and other 
countries developed and changed. 

- Give examples of how 
civilizations and nations were 
politically interdependent. 

- Describe the characteristics of 
political relationships among 
nations of the world. 

- Identify basic patterns of political 
alliances in U.S. history. 
- Describe how the relationship 
between the U.S. and external 
powers developed with the growth 
of the nation. 

 
Standard 6: Students know that religious and philosophical ideas have been 
powerful forces throughout history 
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* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
6.1 Know the historical development of religions and philosophies 
- Investigate those philosophical 
and religious beliefs held by 
colonial America that are reflected 
in the Constitution of the United 
States. 

- Describe different religious 
concepts that developed in 
history. 
- Explain the origins and beliefs of 
world religions. 

 - Describe religious development 
in U.S. history. 
- Identify parts of the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights that address 
religion. 

6.2 Know how societies have been affected by religions and philosophies 
- Investigate the varying religious 
and philosophic beliefs, which 
impacted the governmental 
systems and way of life of 
colonists.  

- Explain how religions and 
philosophical concepts influenced 
ancient civilizations. 
- Explain the religious significance 
of manmade structures. 

- Explain how religions and 
philosophies have impacted 
societies. 

- Describe how ideals in U.S. 
history were shaped by religious 
and philosophical beliefs.   
- Give examples of individuals 
who acted based on their religious 
or philosophical beliefs. 

6.3 Know how various forms of expression reflect religious beliefs and philosophical ideas 
 - Describe how societies have 

used the arts to express religious 
beliefs and philosophical ideas. 
- Explain how literature, music, art 
and architecture transmit cultural 
beliefs in history. 

  

 
Standard 7: Students will be able to understand the role (hand) of God in their lives 
and in the history of human experience 

 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
7.1 See the hand of God in the history of the human experience and acquire better understanding of God’s loving 
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relationship seen in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
- Identify how God has led the 
country in the past through 
problems and continues to lead 
believers today through other 
difficulties in life.  

- Understand that history is God’s 
story and that government is 
ordained by God.  Therefore 
citizens must obey the duly 
established government. 
Christians will “render unto 
Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s and to God the things 
that are God’s,” (Matthew 22:21) 
and will “submit to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord’s 
sake.” I Peter 2:13-14. 

  

7.2 Improve human relations skills including empathy, cooperation, and understanding of others 
- Able to understand the role that 
believers have in the United 
States to share their beliefs with 
each other and lead the country in 
promoting Christian values and 
life styles. 

- Understand and practice a 
Christian lifestyle, in order to 
witness to others. 
 

- Understand and practice a 
Christian lifestyle, in order to 
witness to others. 
 

- Understand and practice a 
Christian lifestyle, in order to 
witness to others. 
 

 
 

Geography 
 
Standard 1:  Students know how to use and construct maps, globes, and other 
geographic tools to locate and derive information about people, places, and 
environments. 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 
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Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
1.1 Know how to use maps, globes, and other geographic tools to acquire, process, and report information from 
a spatial perspective 
- Compare characteristics and 
purposes of maps, globes, and 
other geographic tools. 
- Identify different types of maps 
and projections. 

- Compare characteristic and 
purposes of maps, globes, and 
other geographic tools. 
- Interpret information on maps, 
globes, models, charts, and other 
geographic tools. 
- Using geographic tools to 
construct a map. 
- Use latitude and longitude to find 
locations. 

- Label detailed information on 
map. 
- Compare characteristic and 
purposes of maps, globes, and 
other geographic tools. 
- Construct and interpret maps, 
globes and geographic tools. 
- Identify and compare different 
time zones. 
- Use latitude and longitude to find 
locations. 

- Construct and interpret maps, 
charts, and geographic databases 
that relate to the United States 
History. 
- Identify and compare different 
kinds of maps of the United 
States. 
- Label detailed information on 
map. 

1.2 Develop knowledge of Earth to locate people, places, and environments 
- Identify and locate regions of 
North America, especially the US. 
- Locate places on the earth using 
latitude and longitude numbers. 
 

- Explain that God had His Hand 
in the lives of the people of the 
world throughout history and has 
preserved the world to this day.  
-  Locate places using latitude and 
longitude. 
- Identify and locate the 
continents, countries, and physical 
features. 

- Explain that God had His Hand 
in the lives of the people of the 
world throughout history and has 
preserved the world to this day.   
- Identify and locate each of the 
50 states in the United States. 
- Locate places using latitude and 
longitude. 
Identify, and locate the continents, 
the countries, cities, and major 
physical features. 

- Explain that God had His Hand 
in the lives of the people of the 
world throughout history and has 
preserved the world to this day.   
- Identify and locate political and 
physical features of the United 
States. 
- Identify and locate the original 13 
colonies. 
- Identify and locate the countries 
that impacted the United States 
history. 

1.3 Know how to analyze the dynamic spatial organization of people, places, and environments 
- Examine and explain the 
locations of groups of people in 
the US and their activities through 
history. 
- Describe the patterns and 
reasons for people moving across 
the US. 

- Explain why people settled in 
civilizations. 
- Describe patterns and processes 
of diffusion. 

- Explain why people settled in the 
different regions in the world. 
- Describe the patterns and 
processes of diffusion. 

- Locate the Native American 
groups in North America. 
- Discuss why people settled in 
the United States. 
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- Use maps to determine why 
people moved to specific places to 
live in the US. 

 
 
 
Standard 2:  Students know the physical and human characteristics of places, and 
use this knowledge to define and study regions and their patterns of change 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
2.1 Know the physical and human characteristics of places 
- Describe the characteristics of 
various civilizations in America. 
 

- Compare and Contrast the 
characteristics of various 
civilizations. 
- Discuss how physical and 
human processes together shape 
our past. 

- Compare and Contrast the 
characteristics of the world 
regions. 
 

- Identify and describe the human 
and physical characteristics of the 
different regions in the United 
States. 
- List advantages and 
disadvantages of living in certain 
regions. 

2.2 Know how and why people define regions 
- Study how colonies developed in 
different regions of the US, their 
similarities and differences. 

- Describe the different regions. 
- Construct a region from a 
personal encounter. 
- Discuss patterns of change in 
civilizations. 

- Describe and compare the 
relationships and interactions 
among regions of the world. 

- Explain and discuss many 
regions. 
- Describe how and why these 
regions in the U.S. have changed. 

2.3 Know how culture* and experience influence people's perceptions of places and regions 
- Explain how culture and 
technology affected development. 
- Explain how settlers, Native 
Americans, African-Americans, 
and other immigrants affected the 

- Explain how culture and 
technology affect perceptions. 
- Describe various cultural and 
experiential perspectives 
associated with places and 

- Explain how culture and 
technology affect perceptions. 
- Describe various cultural and 
experiential perspectives 
associated with places and 

- Compare and Contrast the 
European and Native Americans 
view of the land and resources. 
- Explain how culture and 
technology affect perceptions. 
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development of the US. regions regions. 

 
Standard 3:  Students understand how physical processes shape Earth’s surface 
patterns and systems 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
3.1 Know the physical processes that shape Earth’s surface patterns 
- Observe and describe climate 
and physical events that have had 
an effect on the US. 
- Explore the physical geography 
of the US and its effect on 
settlement of the country. 

- Describe how physical 
processes shape environmental 
patterns of air, land, water, plants, 
and animals and analyze the 
factors that influence these 
processes. 

- Describe different climates and 
their effect on the world. 
- Explain how physical processes 
influence the formation and 
location of resources in world 
regions. 

- Describe climate and its effect 
on the United States regions. 
- Describe how physical 
processes shape the environment 
of North America. 
- Describe how population travels 
and new settlements can change 
the environment. 

3.2 Know the characteristics and distributions of physical systems of land, air, water, plants, and animals 
- Describe ecosystems and 
climates in the US. 

- Describe ecosystems in 
civilizations. 

- Describe ecosystems and 
climates in world regions. 
- Identify world patterns of 
ecosystems. 

- Describe ecosystems and 
climates in the United States. 

 
Standard 4:  Students understand how economic, political, cultural, and social 
processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, 
cooperation, and conflict 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
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4.1 Know the characteristics, location, distribution, and migration of human populations 
- Discuss the reasons for 
migration into and out of the US. 

- Analyze the causes and types of 

human migration and its effects on 
civilizations. 

- Discuss reasons for variation in 
population distribution. 
- Identify the causes and types of 
human migration and its effect on 
places. 

- Discuss the effects on the 
colonists landing on the east coast 
and migrating west. 

4.2 Know the nature and spatial distribution* of cultural patterns 
 - Discuss how cultures differ in 

their use of similar environments 
and resources in history. 

- Describe how cultures and 
cultural landscapes change. 
- Compare and contrast elements 
of different landscapes. 

- Compare and Contrast the 
different cultures and their 
locations in the United States. 

4.3 Know the patterns and networks of economic interdependence 
 - Identify the factors that influence 

the location and distribution of 
economic and activities. 

- Identify the factors that influence 
the location and distribution of 
economic activities. 
- Explain how and why countries 
trade goods and services. 
- Explain how changes in 
technology, transportation, 
communication, and resources 
affect economic activities. 

- Identify the factors that influence 
the location and distribution of 
economic activities. 
- Explain how and why the 
colonies trade goods and 
services. 
- Explain how changes in 
technology,, transportation, 
communication, and resources 
affect economic activities. 

4.4 Know the processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement 
- Describe and locate different 
settlements and land use in US. 
- Identify the factors that affect 
why and where people settle in 
US. 

- Identify the factors that affect 
why and where people settle in 
the world. 

- Explain how migration from rural 
areas to urban areas leads to 
urbanization. 
- Describe, locate and compare 
different settlement and land use 
patterns in world regions. 
- Identify the factors that affect 
why and where people settle in 
the world. 

- Discuss how advances in 
technology affect the location of 
where people live and enjoy 
activities. 
- Compare the different settlement 
patterns in the U.S. 
- Identify the factors that affect 
why and where people settle in 
the U.S. 

4.5 Know how cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface 
- Examine examples of 
cooperation and conflict over land 
use in the US. 

- Explain how boundaries formed 
as a result of conflict or 
cooperation in history. 

- Discuss the forces and 
processes of cooperation that 
unite people in the world (UN). 

- Identify the cooperation and 
conflicts among the different 
groups living in North America. 
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- Explain how boundaries were 
formed as a result of conflict or 
cooperation in the US. 

- Discuss how cooperation and 
conflict among people contribute 
to political economic and social 
divisions in U.S. 
- Discuss the forces and 
processes of cooperation that 
unite people in the world (UN). 
- Explain how boundaries formed 
as a result of conflict or 
cooperation in history. 

 
 
Standard 5:  Students understand the effects of interactions between human and 
physical systems and the changes in meaning, use, distribution, and importance of 
resources 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
5.1 Know how human actions modify the physical environment 
- Identify how people have 
modified the physical environment 
in the past and continue making 
changes today. 
 

- Describe how human 
medications on the physical 
environment in one place impact 
other places. 

- Describe how humans depend 
upon their physical environments. 
- Identify how people depend 
upon, adapt to, and modify the 
physical environment in the U.S. 
(both positive and negative). 
-  Describe how human 
medications on the physical 
environment in one place impact 
other places. 
- Identify how people depend 
upon, adapt to, and modify the 

- Describe how the early 
Americans depended on their 
physical environment for survival. 
- Describe how the Native 
Americans depended on their 
physical environment. 
- Identify how people depend 
upon, adapt to, and modify the 
physical environment in the U.S. 
(both positive and negative). 
- Discuss how population growth 
effects the physical environment 
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physical environment in the U.S. 
(both positive and negative). 

in the U.S. 
- Describe how human 
medications on the physical 
environment in one place impact 
other places. 

5.2 Know how physical systems affect human systems 
 - Explain how physical 

environments provide 
opportunities and place 
constraints on human activities. 
- Describe how natural hazards 
affect human activities. 

- Explain how the characteristics 
of different physical environment 
provide opportunities for human 
activities. 
- Describe how natural hazards 
affect human activities. 

- Explain how the characteristics 
of different physical environment 
provide opportunities for human 
activities. 
- Discuss the location of 
settlements heading westward. 

5.3 Know the changes that occur in the meaning, use, location, distribution, and importance of resources 
- Describe the characteristics of 
renewable and nonrenewable 
resources in US. 
- Explain the need for determining 
future resource availability and 
need to acquire alternative 
resources in US. 
 

- Discuss how resource use has 
changed through history. 
- Describe why people have 
different viewpoints with respect to 

resource use. 
 

- Discuss how resource use has 
changed through history and the 
world. 
- Compare countries and their 
development based on their 
availability of resources. 

- Discuss the changes that can 
occur in trading routes for the 
early settlers. 
- Discuss how resource use has 
changed through history. 
- Examine energy resources and 
uses in the U.S. 
- Describe the role of resources in 
daily life and how technology 
affects the use of resources. 

 
Standard 6:  Students apply knowledge of people, places, and environments to 
understand the past and present and to plan for the future 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
6.1 Know how to apply geography to understand the past 
 - Describe how physical 

geography has influenced the 
- Describe how physical 
geography has influenced the 

- Describe how and when physical 
geography has influenced the 
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location of people, historical 
events, and culture. 

location of people, historical 
events, and culture. 
- Describe how human 
modifications on the physical 
environment in one place impact 
other places. 

location of people, historical 
events, and their culture. 

6.2 Know how to apply geography to understand the present and plan for the future 
  - Describe the changes that have 

and will occur in maps of the 
world. 
- Identify personal behavior that 
can affect planning in world 
regions. 
- Predict how the world will be in 
the future. 
- Predict and discuss how  the 
growth of population will impact 
the natural environment of the 
U.S. 

 

 

Economics 
 
Standard 1:  Students understand that because of the condition of scarcity, 
decisions must be made about the use of resources 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
1.1 Know that economic choices are made because resources are scarce and that the act of making economic 
choices imposes opportunity costs 
 - Discuss the impact of scarcity on - Describe the impact of scarcity - Give examples of situation 
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an economy and identify types of 
scarce resources by finding 
examples. 
 

on an economy and identify types 
of scarce productive resources 
giving examples of each. 

where households, business, and 
societies deal with scarcity as 
individuals and groups (e.g.  the 
founding of the 13 colonies). 
- Explain that few economic 
choices are all-or-nothing 
propositions and that most 
economic choices involve 
tradeoffs.  
 

1.2 Understand that economic incentives influence the use of scarce human, capital, and natural resources 
 - Analyze economic incentives 

and its influence on different 
societies. 

- Analyze how economic 
incentives influenced how 
societies used their scarce 
resources. 

 

1.3 Understand that resources can be used in many ways and understand the costs of alternative uses 
- Identify costs and benefits 
associated with the use of 
resources to provide goods and 
services (e.g. cotton gin increased 
production, but created more 
demands for slaves). 

- Analyze and present models 
showing how the uses of specific 
resources influence the availability 
of other resources in the future. 
- Analyze why conflicts arise, and 
ways in which conflicts can be 
resolved in a peaceful manner.   

- Analyze outcomes associated 
with the use of resources. 
- Discuss and present the different 
resources that will influence the 
availability of other resources in 
the future. 
- Identify the new technologies 
that are assisting in resource 
conservation. 
- Analyze why conflicts arise, and 
ways in which conflicts can be 
resolved in a peaceful manner.   

  

 
 
Standard 2:  Students understand how different economic systems impact decisions 
about the use of resources and the production and distribution of goods and 
services 
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* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
2.1 Understand that different economic systems employ different means to produce, distribute, and exchange 
goods and services 
 - Discuss the beginnings of supply 

and demand. 
 

- Compare and contrast the 
characteristics of a traditional, 
command, market, and mixed 
economic system. 
- Describe human and physical 
characteristics of places. 
- Compare and contrast how 
different economic systems use 
different means to produce, 
distribute, and exchange goods 

and services. 

- Identify and discuss the means 
by which the United States 
exchanges goods and services 
(past, present, and future). 

2.2 Understand the fundamental characteristics of the United States economic system 
 - - Describe the relationships 

among supply, demand, and 
price, and the role there elements 
play in the United States 
economic system. 

 

2.3 Understand that government actions and policies, including taxes, spending, and regulations influence the 
operation of economies 
  

 
- Compare limited and unlimited 
governments. 
- Identify government activities 
that affect local, state or national 
economy. 
- Give examples of the role of 
government in a market economic 
system (e.g., the government 
enforces property rights, 

- Discuss the many different types 
of budgets the United States 
government has and be able to 
describe them.   
- Identify and give specific 
examples of how governmental 
activities affected local, state, 
and/or the national economy 
- Compare limited and unlimited 
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provisions of contracts and 
provides a standardized monetary 
system). List historic and current 
governments that utilize a market 
economy system. 
- Define a mixed economy and 
describe the characteristics that 
make the United States a mixed 
economy. 

governments. 
- Explain major responsibilities of 
national, state, and local 
governments. 
- Explain and discuss the rationale 
for taxes and the purposes for 
which taxes are used.   

 
Standard 3:  Students understand the results of trade, exchange, and 
interdependence among individuals, households, businesses, governments, and 
societies 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
3.1 Understand that the exchange of goods and services creates economic interdependence and change 
- Discuss and Analyze how the 
relationships between countries 
affect trade and interdependence. 
- Discuss how the exchange of 
goods and services creates value 
in stocks. 

- Describe relationship of trade in 
many different societies. 
 

- Describe the relationship among 
trade, specialization, and 
interdependence and give specific 
examples. 
- Describe and explain the 
characteristics of a traditional 
command, market and mixed 
economy. 
- Explain how different economic 
systems use different means to 
produce, distribute and exchange 
goods and services. 
- Discuss the importance of trade 
for a given country. 
- Discuss how trade can bring 

- Describe the many different 
relationships among trade in 
Europe and North America.  
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wealth and hardship to a country. 

3.2 Understand how a country's monetary system facilitates the exchange of resources 
- Explain that money can be used 
to express the market value of 
goods and services in the form of 
prices (e.g. price of tea during the 
Tea Act). 
 

  - Describe the role of banks in the 
monetary system and differentiate 
bank according to specific 
activities.   
- Participate in the daily activities 
of running a business for one day. 
- Describe ways in which citizens 
can influence the formation of 
foreign policy. 

 
Civics 

 
Standard 1:  Students understand the purposes of government, and the basic 
constitutional principles of the United States republican form of government 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
1.1 Know and understand what government is and what purpose it serves 
- Explain why government is 
necessary and the different kinds 
of governments in the world. 
- Describe how the United States 
changed and developed a 
government during and after the 
Revolutionary War. 
- Explain how the U.S. 
Constitution was developed so 

- Compare and contrast the 
various ideas about the purposes 
of government. 
- Analyze major ideas about why 
government is necessary (e.g., 
promote the common good, 
protect individual rights, safety, 
order). 
 

- Compare and contrast the 
various ideas about the purposes 
of government. 

- Compare and contrast the 
various ideas about the purposes 
of government. 
- Understand and apply the 
fundamental ideas of 
constitutional government. 
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that a balance of power was 
achieved in government. 

1.2 Know the essential characteristics of limited and unlimited government 
 - Compare and contrast how rule 

of law differs from arbitrary 

decisions of a leader. 
- Describe different types of 
government, limited, unlimited, 
and absence of government (e.g., 
anarchy, oligarchy, constitutional 
republic, authoritarian, democratic 
and totalitarian). 

- Describe different types of 
government: limited, unlimited, 
and absence of government. 
- Comparing and contrasting 
monarchy, authoritarian, 
dictatorship, totalitarian, 
democracy, and a anarchy.  
 

- Describe different types of 
government: limited, unlimited, 
and absence of government. 
 

1.3 Understand the principles of the United States constitutional government 
- Explain the historical foundation 
of the Constitution as it relates to 
Americans wanting to be 
protected from the rule of one 
person or group. 
- Explain the influence of the 
Declaration of Independence, the 
Articles of Confederation, and the 
concept of the Bill of Rights on the 
formation of the Constitution. 
- Explain the Bill of Rights and its 
effect on decisions by courts in 
society today.  

- Discuss and analyze the major 
ideas about why government is 
necessary. 
 

-  Discuss and analyze the major 
ideas about why government is 
necessary.  
 

- Discuss and analyze the major 
ideas about why government is 
necessary.  
- Explain the historical foundation 
of the United States constitutional 
government (e.g., the influence of 
the Roman Republic, Magna 
Carta, colonial experience, the 
Declaration of Independence, 
Articles of Confederation, the 
importance of the natural rights 
philosophy, and social contract). 
- Explain the essential principles 
of government stated in the United 
States Constitution (e.g., the 
purposes of government as stated 
in the preamble, limited 
government, separation of 
powers, checks and balances of 
legislative, executive and judicial 
branches, federalism and rule of 
law). 

1.4 Know the distinctive characteristics of the political culture of the United States 
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- Describe and evaluate the rights 
and responsibilities of American 
citizens. 

- Discuss the different structural 
levels in a government system. 

- Describe the different types of 
political offices. 

- Explain how the shared political 
principles of the United States 
Constitution affect citizens (e.g., 
shared political principles could be 
liberty, equality, justice, patriotism, 
and limited government). 
- Describe and analyze the 
processes that have led to the 
expansion of rights for more 
people in the United States (e.g., 
abolition of slavery, women's 
suffrage, civil rights movement). 

1.5 Know the fundamental democratic principles inherent in the United States concept of a constitutional 
democratic republic 
- Explain how the ideas of liberty, 
equality, justice, and patriotism 
were used in history and today in 
society. 
- Describe and analyze the 
processes that led to freedom for 
slaves, women’s rights, and civil 
rights for all Americans. 
- Explain the meaning and 
importance of representative 
government. 

- Analyze and discuss conflicts 
and the ways it can be resolved 
peacefully. 

- Analyze and discuss conflicts 
and the ways it can be resolved 
peacefully. 

- Analyze and discuss conflicts 
and the ways it can be resolved 
peacefully. 
- 

 
 
Standard 2:  Students know the structure and function of local, state, and national 
government and how citizen involvement shapes public policy 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
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2.1 Know the organization and functions of local, state, and national governments 
- Explain and differentiate 
between the 3 branches of 
government and explain the 
purposes of each branch. 
- Explain the rationale and 
purpose of taxation historically 
and today. 

- Identify what governments do, 
what services they provide, and 
how they are funded. 
 

- Identify what governments do, 
what services they provide, and 
how they are funded. 
 

- Identify what governments do, 
what services they provide, and 
how they are funded. 
- Explain and diagram the checks 
and balances of the three 
branches of government. 
- Discuss the role of taxes in many 
different situations. 
- Discuss the role and purpose of 
taxes in the government systems. 

2.2 Know how power, authority, and responsibility are distributed, shared, and limited through federalism as 
established by the United States Constitution 
- Explain how the Constitution 
divides the power of government 
and the system of checks and 
balances. 
- Discuss how and why the 
powers are distributed between 
local, state, and national 
government. 

  - Explain how the Constitution 
divides the powers of government 
among the executive, legislative, 
and judicial branches. Explain 
how each branch can check the 
powers of another. 
- Explain how and why powers are 
distributed between local, state, 
and national governments (e.g., 
shared power to tax, borrow 
money, regulate voting, functions 
primarily exercised by state 
governments, such as education, 
law enforcement, highways, and 
distribution of power reflects the 
value of local decision-making and 
local control). 

2.3 Know and understand the place of law in the Colorado and United States constitutional systems 
- Explain and evaluate the 
creating of a law or rule with its 
strengths or weaknesses.  
- Discuss the concept of 
compromise and negotiation 

  - Discuss the process of being a 
registered voter in the State of 
Colorado. 
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during law (Constitution, 
Compromise of 1820, 
Compromise of 1850, etc). 

2.4 Know how public policy is developed at the local, state, and national levels 
- Identify major political parties in 
the US. 
- Explain and identify forms of 
propaganda in the media and its 
influence on public opinion. 

   - Explain and understand political 
parties. 
- Discuss public opinion. 

 
 
 
Standard 3: Students know the political relationship of the United States and its 
citizens to other nations and to world affairs 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
3.1 Know how and why governments and nongovernmental agencies around the world interact politically 
 - Describe ways that ancient 

civilizations interacted with each 
other diplomatically. 

 - Explain and discuss the 
relationship between the United 
States and national interests. 
 

3.2 Understand how the United States government develops foreign policy 
   - Explain the powers the United 

States Constitution gives to the 
branches of government in foreign 
policy and give examples of how 
they have been applied. 
- Explain the relationship between 
United States foreign policy and 
national interest. 
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3.3 Understand the domestic and foreign policy influence the United States has on other nations and how the 
actions of other nations influence politics and society of the United States 
  - Discuss the influence of the 

United States political ideas on 
other nations and reverse effects. 
- Give examples of foreign policies 
and how they affect our everyday 
life in the United States. 
- Discuss non-governmental 
agencies and organizations that 
assist with problems or concerns. 

- Explain how foreign policy 
decisions made by the United 
States government regarding 
other countries have affected the 
economy and lives of United 
States citizens (e.g., the Gulf War, 
tariffs, embargoes). 

 
 
Standard 4: Students understand how citizens exercise the roles, rights and 
responsibilities of participation in civic life at all levels - local, state and national 
 
* As students in grades 5-8 extend their knowledge, they will . . . . . . . . 

Fifth Grade Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 
4.1 Know what citizenship is 
 - Identify significant characteristics 

of an effective citizen. 
 - Identify significant characteristics 

of an effective citizen. 

4.2 Know how citizens can fulfill their responsibilities for preserving the constitutional republic 
 - Understand the power and the 

privilege being able to vote. 
 - Understand the power and the 

privilege being able to vote. 

4.3 Know how citizens can exercise their rights 
   - Simulating voting. 

- Evaluate different positions on 
contemporary issues that involve 
rights of citizens. 
- Describe and evaluate historical 
or current examples of citizen 
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movements. 
- Distinguish between personal 
and political rights (e.g., freedom 
of religion, freedom of speech, 
right to own property). 

4.4 Know how citizens can participate in civic life 
- Discuss activities of past 
Americans in civic life and 
opportunities to participate in 
today’s society. 

  - Understand and describe the 
importance of being a active 
citizen. 
- Discuss and explain the meaning 
of civic life and politics. 

 


